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SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF SERVETUS, IN LETTERS TO THE REY. 
JEDEDIAH MORSE, D. D.—LETTER VIII. 


me 


15th Jan. 1808. 
Rev. and respected Sir, 

At length I have finished my 
arduous task in making you ace 
guainted with some interesting 
particulars in the history of 
Servetus. You now, I confide, 
be fully persuaded, that Sere 
vetus did not des:rve such an 
horrible punishment, although his 
opinions were erroneous, in many 
respects more an object of our pity 
than of our scorn or indignation 
—that Calvin’s hands: were not 
pure from the blood of that able 
and unfortunate physician,-—and 
that Sennebier did grossly misre. 
present this tragical event. 

How blessed are we Americans, 
who enjoy a full liberty of con. 
science, as our unalienable birth. 
tight! Blessed country ! where 
no man, who does not disturb the 
public peace, can be molested 
for his religious opinions. Can 
we be ever grateful enough to our 
heavenly Father for a blessing of 
such an immensurable value, 
We may search the word of God, 
and proclaim its truth, without 
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fear, and if we err through our 
own fault, the sin shall lie at 
our doors, and our judgment 
for the neglected opportunities 
must be severe indecd. Thrice 
bl ssed country! i which the 
Unitarian writers are more known, 
and Unitarians more numerous 
than Wetstein asserted of the 
United Provinces ; yet this name 
is no name of opprobriousness, no 
signal of oppression by men of 
different opinions : neither is the 
hatred here so violent as then in 
that now unhappy land; so that 
Wetstein, who was averse to their 
tenets, declared, ** there was no 
surer Way to Oppress a ian, and 
render him conspicuously odious, 
than to spread abroad that he is a 
Socinian, suspected of Socinian. 
ism, or inclining to these opi. 
nions, as then ali directly concur 
witt an eager zeal to crush 
him, as a poisoned beast and hor. 
rible monster, without examining 
if it is true or false—so that the 
simple accusation is sufficient, and 
Sociniapism in our (Wetstein’s) 
days, like highetreason, is by 
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“ Qui nobis hic ponitur scopus, ut est majestate sublimis,” &c. 


re8. Lib. v. De sinit “ In guibus nos jam cum ipso reguamius, et ulibal 


semper regnemus.” Amen. 


199. Incipit de Trinitate Divine, &c. in Spiritu, Dialogi Duo. Primus 


176, 


577+ Epistolea xxx ad Jo, Calvinum, &c.  pistola pr 
664. 


664. Signa 60 Antichristi, et revelatio ejus jam nunc prasens. 


. ; “—" . P ahvwlanica 4 
670. Conclusio desinit, ** Libera nos miseros ab hac Baby!onica 


agit de legis, umbris et Christi complemento, Angclorum, anima 
rum et inferni substantia. Michael, Petrus, Elohim ille spud 
Mozem jnitio creans et Joannis verbum, &c | 
Desinit Dialogus ii. Regnanti sit in xternum eloria imperium ¢t 
omnis potestas, Amen. ; 
Incipit Lib. i. de fide, &c. Proemium, * ostium jam est novus 
apertum, ut,” &c. J 
Desinit Lib. iii, Deo majis simili, et perfection futuri secuu mag! 
propinqua. © hte? 
Incipit Lib. i, de regeneratione superna et de regno Antichrist 
Lib iv. ) —_ 
Propositio: Generationem Filii Dei Naturalem, de Spiritu Sane, 
de substantia. 

Desinit Lib. iv. conclusio. Apoc. xxii. et Antichristum adventd 
tuo certe destruis. 2 Thes. ii. Fiat. Amen 

ma, Jesum 
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ium Nazarenum. 
Epistola xxx. desinit, “Spiritu ipso veritatis ductus, per 
Christum ct Deum Patrem. Amen.” 


Jesu 


, : ribulatio. 
*rimum signum orbis perturbatio, et consumunata tribe 


Matth, xxiv et Luc. xxi. Anti- 


“or - ‘ene we guairia 
christi captivitate, ab hypochrysi ejus, tyrannide ¢t ido 


Amen.” 


* Mosheiml. c. Bockius ii, 2-354 
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¢Page 671. De mysterio Trinitatis 


\ Amen. 
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Duplicis falsi me reum incusans Philippe! id primo,” &e 
734. Desinit, “in Deo relucen 


tem, ¢t in :wternumresnantem.” Amen 


53: 


Sequitur Index Librorum et Capitum et Rerum specialis non Alphabeticus ; cum 


indicatione Pagina:um. 


Nempe, 
Index Primi Libelli excussi an. 1531 ct 1532. 
{Qui etism exsiat Manuscriptus in Volumine Magno.) 
1° De erroribus quorumdam circa Trinitatis mysterium, et decadem re Pag 
agit Lib. 1. 2. 3. 4. §. 6. et 7. ™ = o I 
a° Dialogorum de Trinitate Lib. ii, - 7 e és - 103 
3° De justitia regni Christi. Cap. iv. = - - . a . 103 
Ad justitiam Legis collata, et de Charitate - - - - 128 
De yu tify ifione Cap. I. - 2 ot - bad 128 
} De regno Christi. Cap. 2. - ° ~ - ~ 133 
| Co.latio Legis et Evangelii. Cap. 3. - . - - 138 
De charitate Cap. 4. - - ° - ° 159 
Index Ultimi Voluminis excussi 1552 et 1553. 
¢ Titulus i. a pag. 1. ad pag. 2. 
y Titulus u. pa, 288 
Titulus ula pag. 355 
6o Enc: ‘aly; 
5 Epistolx ad Jo, Caivinum a pag. - . - - - 57? 
6° Signa 60 regni Antichrist: a pag. . - ~ - - 664 


7° De mysterio lrivitatis et veterum Disciplina ad Philippum Melanchtonem, 


Pag. 671 


N. B. Index primi libelli, et Index ultimi volumunis, ut dicitur, incipit a pag. i. 
Sed hoc Manuscriptum et typis impressum exemplar non constat duobus volumi- 
nibus, que a pag. L incipiunt; sed est unicum volumen a pag. i. ad pag. 734. 


sine interruptione ad finem usque. 


Quid volumen primum et volumen ultimum 


indicat, non Iiquido constat, mist habeat respectum ad exemplar scriptum duobus 
voluminibus mazais, incipicntibus uno atque altero a pag. 1. 


Amstel. 


PREFATIO. 

Qui nobis hic ponitur scopus, ut est 
majestate sublimis, ita perspicuitate fa- 
cilis, et demonstratione certus: res om- 
nium maxima Lector ! Deum cognoscere, 
substantialiter manifestatum, ac divinam 
Naturam vere communicatam. Mani 
festationem Dei ipsius per verbum, ex 
communicationem per Spiritum, utrum- 
que in solo Christo Substautialem, in 
solo ipso plane discernemus, ut tota 
verbi et : piritus Deitas in homine dignos- 
catur. Manifestationem divinam a 
seculis explicabimus, magnum citra con- 
troversiam, pie atis my-terium, quod 
St Deus olim im verbo nunc m carne 
Manifestatus, Spiritu communicatus an- 
gelis et ‘homnimbus visus, visionc olim 

nunc revelata. Modus veros 
$perte reicremus, quibus se nobis exhi- 
duit Deus, externe visibilem verbo, ct 





T.N. 1766. 15 Sept. 


interne perceptibilem Spiritu ; mysterium 
utrumque magnum, ut Deum ipsum 
homo videat et possideat. Deum anted 
non visum nos nuue revelata facie videe 
bimus, et lucentem in nobis ipsis intucbi- 
mur, si ostium aperiamus ct viam ingres 
diamur. Apcerire jai oportet ostium 
hoc et viam hanc oa sine qua nihil 
potest videri, sine qua nemo potest 
sacras scripturas legere nec Deum intele 
ligere, nec Christiapus ficri, Hac veri- 
tatis est via certa, facilis ct simcera, di- 
vinam Christi in verbo ygenerat.onem, 
Spiritus Sancti veram perfectionem, et 
eandem uiriusque in Veo su stalitiam, 
integre sola patefaciens, Deumque ipsum 
nobis ob oculos pouens. LL. ,essimus 
autem in quingue libros: iam linc otam, 
adjectis postea Dialog: ws quad per 
gradas quosdam ad mtejiew Christ: 
cognitionem asceudamus, 
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Primus Liber continet tria. 
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Pag. 190. Spm = Spiritum Pag. 30. Attanasio = Athanasio 
3. qu == que 
“ae g ptt. am potest —— 33. 1. Timoth = e Timoth 
—— 3 cokatus == communicatus 130. Pytag = Pythag 
& == et 
—— 5, fateret = faterentur pulcrum = pulchrum, 





§. qt = quid 


Supra descriptiones paginirum per totum opus. 


Proemium a pag. 3-5. 








47 —} 


a pag. 163 de Trinitate 


° a pag. 199 de Trinitate 2° Dialogus 


© ; pag. 337 de charitate ¢ Lib. iii. 


li, d ———125 


{} 
il 
i 





3 5: pag. 5 de Trinitate ¢ Lib. i. a pag. 92 de Trinitate ¢ Lib. iii. 


{—— iv. 
Lib. 4. 
i, a pag. 248. de Trinitate Dialogus ij, 


a pay, 287 3° de fide et justitia Lib.i. || a pag. 314 de Lege ct Evangelio Lib. ii, 


a pag. 355 4% orbis perditione Lib. i, 


a pag. 4. de circumcisione ¢ Lib. il. |) a pag. 470 de ministeriis ecclesiz 


Lib. i. 


s° apag. 525 de regeneratione { Lib. i 


6° apag.665 6° Antichristi Signa { 
apologia. 

7° = pag. 734 finit, et in xternum regi 
M.S. V. 

Exemplar hoc Restitutionis Christi- 
anismi descripsit quondam Claudiopoli in 
Transylvania,in gratiam /’atris mei Chris- 
tophori Crellii, in Prussia Brandeubur- 
gica tunc degentis, vir nobilis et Reve- 
rendus Andreas Lachowshi 2 Moscorow, 
Eques Polonus et Minister Ecclesia Uni- 
tariorum Polonorum Claudiopolitane, 
¢ typis impresso Libro Serveti, quem in 
Anglia nactus erat Dominus Marcus 
Szent-lvani, Episcopus postea Ecclesi- 
arum Unitariarum in Transylvania, cum 
inter annum 1660 et 1670 in Anglia 
peregrinaretur. Unde redieas in Tran- 
sy!vaniam per Marchiam Brandenburgi- 
cam Librum illum Serveti impressum 
cum Joanne Preussio, ministro Ecclesiz 
Unitarie in Mar: hia, Socero postea meo 
communicavit; quem etiam, in usum 
suum, partim ipse Preussius descripsit, 
partim per Jeremiam Felbingerum, par- 
tim per alium quendam describi curant. 
Antequam istud Prevussit manu de- 
scriptum EXEMPLAR in Biliothecam viri 
Eruditis-imi Domini Andrez Erasmi a 
Seidel, Consiliarii Rezis Bonessice deve- 
niret octernionem penultimum in hoc 
exemplari meo per J.echovium descripto, 
necl gentia amici cujusdam in Prussia, 
cum Liber nondum compactus  esset, 
deperditum, *: ype filii mei manu restitui. 
Sed +Preussii exemplar paginas libri 
impressi Servetiani non ubique cxhibet 
in marcine. Liber iste impressus typis 
ad hfuc fortasse Claudiopoli in Transyl- 
vania inter Unitaries reperifi potest. 


} 





v. { a pag. 577 5° Epistola | Epistolz] 
Antichristi |] a pag. 671 7° Apologia y 
Amen. 


antem. Amen, 


(553- 

Adscribo ista Coningswaldiz. An. 1719 
die 19 Februart. 

SAMUEL CRELLIUS. 
* inde-nempe ex Preussii Exemplar. 
+ absque designatione Paginarum. 

(a) Postquam hee scripsi, incidi in 
Fpistolam, quam Petrus Adami, comes 
peregrinantis D. M. Szent-Ivani, an. 
1668. Claudiopolim reversus, ad Jo. 
Preussium dederat, unde cognovi pe 
regrinationem istam intra annum 1660 
et 1668, non 1670 accidisse. 

Codicem istum Scidelio a me donatum 
possidet nunc vir clariss. Martinus 
Vegssic re La Croze, consiliarius aulicus, 
et Bibliothecarius Regis Prussix; non 
Sam. Crellio, ut nupera historia Servet, 
sub auspiciis Clariss. Moshemii edita, 
pehibet, sed ex Bibliotheca Seidel 
mortui acquisitum. yi 

Adscripsi Amstclodami 1728 in Julio. 

P. S. Postea Amstelodami anno 1735 
a Clariss. Steph. Agh Ecclesia Unitane 
orum ‘Transylvanorum, tunc alumno 
studioso, nunc Professore Gymnast 
eorum Claudiopolitani, percepl, op¥s 
i-tud impressum Servetianum, jam inter 
Unitarios ‘Transy!vanos non repent 
Nam cum eis, occupata a Leopoldo Imp. 
‘Transyivania, utrumque templum Clau- 
diopeli a Romano-Ca:holicis ad.merctufs 
imminente hoc  periculo, improve’ 
securi neglexerunt Bibliothecam ree 
templo majore, ubi collocata a 
mature subducere. qua proude 4 Jes ; 
occupata fuit. M, V. La Croae exema 
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lar suum MS. donaverat Jo. Christ. 
Wolfio, Ecclesiasta Hamburgensi, a quo 
postea devefit ad Uffenbachium, post 
cujus obicum cum libri ejus Francofurti 
ad Moenum, auctione venderentur, ex- 
emplar hoc P de Hondt, Bibliopola 
Hagensis sibi comparavit, quod apud 
ipsum vidi, et cognovi illud ipsum esse, 
quod olim Seidelio dono dederam. 


Hac adscribo Amstclodam an. 1745 
mense Jul. 


Accepi tamen litteras a supradicto 
clariss. Steph. Agh anni 1745, 30 Dec. 
Claudiopoli exaratas, ubi hxc seq. 
Jeguntur, ‘* Libros clarissimi D. M. 
Szent-lvani, cum duo illa_ templa 
amisissemus una cum templis non 
amisimus; nam non erant illo tempore 
in locum illum templo Cathedrali 
adjunctum, in quo multi Ecclesiz 
nostra libri asservabantur illati, ac Libros 
illos, de quibus scripsi, Serveti, nominan- 
ter autem Restitutionem Christianismi 
in Catalogo Librorum ecjus non reperi. 
Si tamen dehinc casu quodam vel in 
Bibliothecis Ecclesix nostre vel alibi 
locorum reperero,” &c. 

Atque ita non omnis spes adimitur, 
Resiitutionem illam Christianismi, typis 
excusam in’Transylvania ad huc inveniri 

lOSSC. . 

Exemplar illud MS. quod Petrus 
de Hlond Francofurti ad Moenum, ut 
supra diximus, acquisiverat, venditum 
est Hage comitum proxime oe 
estate anni 1745 ti. in auctione librorum 
¢jus, octoginta sex florenis Hollandicis. 
Emit id Hartig, Bibliopo!a Amsteloda- 
mensis. Petrus de Hondt hoc suum 
exemplar cuidam legendum concesserat, 
quod is descriptum a se intulit in libros 
auctione Amstelodami, ante duos fere 
anos, et constitit emptori plus quam 
centum florenis Hollandicis. 

Adscribo hac die 27 Januariian. 1746. 


You observe, Sir, that accord. 


ing with these memorandums of 


Sam. Crellius, there are presump- 
tively existing at least, 
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1. Printed exemplar of Servetus’ 
Restitulio Christiantsmt, iw 
Transylvania. 

2. MSS. taken from this ver, 
1. ‘That of Sam. Crellius, co- 

pied by the Rev. Andr. La. 
chowski— its tate unknown. 

2. That copied by the Rev, 
~— Preuss and others, boueht 
1745 by Hartig, a booksel- 
ler, at Amsterdam; which 
is the same with that in the 
Royal Library at Gotting. 
(in the year 1775) and betore 
bye longed to Mr. De La Croze 
at Berlin, 

3.-Phat clandestinely copied 
from that of the Hondt. 

4. ‘That copied from the Got- 
tingue MS. by the Rev, J. J. 
Stapler, of Bern, in 1775, 

Bockius mentions one, once in 
the possession of the Rev. — Ja. 
blonské, butit seems, his informa. 
tion was incorrect, if it was not the 
same with N. 3, 

If I have satisfied your desires, 
and gratified in part your curie 
osity, ny ume shall have been 
well expended; while your can. 
dour will make allowance for in- 
correct language. If you can 
rely on my faithful compilation— 
of this | presume to claim the 
honour. Permit me now, if J 
have not tired your patience too 
long, to recommend me to your 
attention, and to assure you, that 
I remain with high respect and 
consideration, your's, 


CANDIDUS, 
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No. XIX. 


bATED 


After waiting some days in expecta- 
tion of sailing, | was ca'icd om board ef the 
L.a Holland trader, this moruving, about 
three. ‘The vessel lay in the roads. We 
came on board about four, and tmmedi- 
ately weighed anchor for Rotterdam, 
Wind at W.S. 

I found aboard of her a Grecian, and 
saluting of him yaips Kupie, he ad- 
dressed m wipe oF x%'pe K ipis. He 
talked common Latin, toge:her with an 
equal stock of the learned Greek he had 
picked up in his travels, for hardly any 
man in all Greece understands cither of 
them, not the Patriarch of Constantino. 

} 


Ne, who he pretended wa pel ODaAUY 
wd ntohim. Yet he pronounced the 
Greek after the manner ol the modern 
Greeks, i. ec. » es es 01 wi, Kc. were all 
sound d as «é& Thus ave re d av eo TOs 
were the same with him. 

Hie observed the accents, but for the 
rest, though | gave him a chapter in the 
Acts to read, of which | knew the con- 
tents, yet | understood nothing that he 
read, any longer than while | kept my 
cye on the b ok. 

He was of Macedonia,and pretends that 
the recians there still pre erve their own 
tongue, thou,h corrupted; and that the 
Christians there, and even throughout 
the kmpire, are three times the number 
of the Turks. They are very poor, both 
pricets and people, and for that reason 
very ignorant; enjoying the hberty of 
their religion, but deprived of all places 
of trust or profit. hey pay tor every 
head in their families to the Turk ten 
Duc. And if he were to return into 
‘Tu key after twelve years absence, he 
is obliged to pay all arrears, but the 
wile and family pay nothing in the ab- 
sence of the husband. 

His subsistence was by making and 
elling Hungary water. He had lived 
in Holland six years, three in Poland, 
and three in Germany ; and spoke, after 
hasmanner, twelve languages. He had 
been about six months in England, and 
had learned hardly any thing of it, hav- 
ing spent great part of his time at Ox- 
ford and Cambr dge, where he pretend- 
ed to have met with many who were 


PeXTRACT FROM MR.SAY’S JOURNAL OF A VOYAGE TO HOLLAND 
. a 
M re | Y 20, 17 l 6. 


friendly to him, and that he lefe England 
with the greatest regret of any count 
into which he had travelled. He ashe 
me of which University | was, aud when 
l an:wered of neither, but of a private 
academy, he asked me the reason why? 
This led us into a discourse of the Church 
of England, and of the Dissenters from 
it, and of the reformed churches in ve. 
neral, . 
He agreed with me, that a bishop and 
a presbyter were the same by divine cone 
stitution, and that the meanest priest 
was equal in office to a bishop, an arch- 
bishop, a patriarch ; all were the same, 
Kut when | observed to him, that if a 


person came over to the Church of 


Kneland from the Reformed Churches, 
in which he had been a presbyter, he 
was obliged to he re-ordained, he an- 
swered me it was because Jilis nullum est 
Sacerdotium ; that Sacerd.tium erat Myse 
terium, that is, as he explained himself, 
Sccramentum, of which he said the Greek, 
as well as the Latin church, acknow- 
ledged seven, though there were two 
only generally necessary to salvation, by 
which I perceived he had not been at 
Oxford and Cam! ridse to no purpose, 
where he had found learned men, as he 
said, who explained themselves on this 
head after the same manner, | answer- 
ed him that, properly speaking, there 
was no priesthood at all in the Christian 
religion, and that if by this word he 
meant a regular authority of pre aching 
the gospel and administering the sacra- 
ments, the presbyters or bishops of the 
Reformed or Calvinistic churches were 
duly invested with this authority, but if 
by the word Adysterium, he me.nt some 
chimera of which Jesus Christ and the 
Holy S. knew nothing, the Protestant 
churches would leave it to those who 
were fond of it. 

After this discourse, as we sailed up 
the Maese, we diverted ourselves 
reading Virgil and Horace, the for- 
mer of which he seemed to understand 
by the emotion he expressed at some 
beautiful passages, but Horace was too 
difficult for him, by reason of his fre 
quent allusions to the customs and histo- 
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ry of the Romans, with which he was therefore with hearing me explain it in 


pot so well acquainted, and pleased 


more obvious expressions. 





No. XX, 
SOPHIA SELCHRIG’S® PETITION TO MR. SAY FOR RFLTFF. 


Reverend Sir, 

I being a person much reduced to 
want, by reason of this hard season, 
makes me presume to trouble you, which 
I hope your goodness will not resist to 
relieve, | being the widow of Mr. Sel- 
chrig, who was left four years and four 
months on the island of John Ferinanda; 
and besides | had three uncles in Scot- 





land, all ministers, to wit, Mr. Harry 
Rymer, Mr. James Rymer, and another ; 
therefore depending humbly on your 
prudent and wise consideration of my 
present circumstances, 
Revd. Sir, 
Your petitioner sha!l ever pray, 
SOPHIA SELCHRIG. 


— 


No. XXI. 


DR. W. HARRIS TO MR. SAY, 


ON HIS INVITATION TO WEST. 


MINSTER. 


Letter lI. 
April 20, 1734. 
Dear Sir, 

I designed to have writ to you, but be- 
ing aut of town on Tuesday, had not the 
opportunity of seeing the gentlemen 
from Westminster, and hearing particu- 
Jarly what passed at Witham.t As I 
have taken some pains in this affair, and 
watched all opportunities by fitting me- 
thods to Jead their thoughts this way, so 
i think yon have a good right to any as- 
sistance 1 am able to give you, and I 
shall do it with the frankness of a friend 


> * *-* 
who yvreatly loves you, and without any 
reserve, 
As to your difficulties, Sir R. 


is a gentleman of learning and pic- 


ty. His learning mostly in the classical 
and critical way. His notions in icligion 
are strict Calvinisme. He greatly affects 
the books of the o!d Puritans. Dr. Ca- 
lamy was bred in the middie way, and 


* The widow of Selchrig, or Selkirk, De Foe’s Robinson Crusoe. 
tioner was not very accurate in her spelling 
tlfat respect correctly. Is tae direction, the name day 

+ At this place, a deputation of the Westminst 
urge his acceptance of the pastoral office : 
tions had, at this period, some zeal for the int 
and were not a little anxious to shew marks of 
Mame of the place is written Wickham in an address of 


Mr. Say, abou: this time. 


his whole preaching was in that strain. 
He never troubled them with predestina- 
tion. We areall of opinion, you will be 
as like to please Sir R. as any man who 
is fit for the place. However, it is able 
to support a minister independent of 
him, as | am informed their own sub- 
scriptions are near r5ol. per annum. 
Dr. C. lived among them for thirty years, 
though with a /arge family, with honou: 
and comfort, though not without some 
exercise of prudence upon particular oc- 
casions, for which there is need every 
wh. re. 

The reasons ‘for acceptance are,— 
That ‘cis an ancient and considerable con- 
eregation, which has been always under 
the care of worthy men, Dr. C. Mr. 
Alsop, Mr. Cawton, up to the ejec- 
tion i should not tail into the hands 
of the young and unexperienced. It 
raises about 100 a year for the fund, up- 
on which the country so much depends. 


The peti- 
though we have given her letter, Jin 
is sp It Seith.—Ep. 
congregation met Mr. Say, to 
the members of |’resbyterian congrega- 
rests of their respective societies, 
respect to their ministers, The 
f the Westminster people to 
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Two invitations from them to Mr. Say are preserved in the papers, and anacknow- 


ledgment of his acceptance of their call: one letter is signed by fifty-two names ; 
the signature of Samuel Horsley is in all of them; he is supposed to have been the 
gtandiather of Bishep Horsley; he was evidently a leading man at Westminster, 
as the letters are all in his hand-writing.—Ep. 
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They have been long destitute, about two 
year, and difficulty brought to agree, 
and have unanimously centered in you, 
with the approbation and good will of 
all the ministers in town; and your re- 
fusal would hazard a breach which might 
be uncomfortable to you as well as to 
them. You would be of great use 
among your brethren to the common 
interest, who want men of experience 
and temper; and Ipswich can be easily 
supplied by some younger man, who 
would not do here. As to your health, 
who have long lived in the country, a 
house may be got near the Park, or near 
the river, which is open and airy. 

I think there can be no reasonable 
doubt of the fitness of accepting, but 
only of the manner, which I would ad- 
vise should be as frank and as speedy as 
is consistent with prudence. If you 
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can’t come till the end of May, f think 
it would be right to send your acceptance 
sooner and set their minds at ease. 

Upon the whole I think the call of 
Providence very clear and 5 ecial; the 
prospect of comfort and anliden very 
considerable ; the reasons for it y 
strong ; the difficulties very little. We 
must indeed leave events to God, while 
we follow plain duty, and trust in his 
care and mercy. I| pray God direet 
your thoughts and guide your way ina 
matter of so much importance to your- 
self, and to the public interest. 

Tam 
Your affectionate Bro. and Servant, 
W. HARRIS, 

Aliff-street, Goodman’ s-fields. 

P. S, Hearty services to Mr. Baxter 
and Mr. Notcutt. 
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DR. W. HARRIS TO MR. SAY. 


Letter If. 
December 29, 1736. 
Dear Sir, 

I have just received yours, and return 
in answer that it has always been a max- 
um among us, that our churches are not 
prisons, and that any member has a 
right to ask a dismission upon a sufficient 
reason, and ought not to be denied. 

If you have any tenderness in your 
mind about it, 1 would advise to admit her 
to the Lord’s table next Lord’s day, as 
an occasional communicant, and then 
send a line by her to Mr. Brine, to know 
his mind about it. If the reason be 


because you are not of his denomination, 
I think we should not only refuse to ad- 
mit it, but should protest against it, for 
that is unchurching all but their own 
way, which is the great uncharitable- 
ness of many among them. Mr. Bayes, 
who is with me, joins in the same op 
nion, and am, with great affection and 
respect, 
Your 
W. HARRIS. 

P.S. Mr. Brine was a layman of very 
mean condition in Northamptonshire; 
became a preacher of late years, 
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MR. SCOTT, OF IPSWICH, TO MR, 


SAY, GIVING AN AccouNT OF 


HIS ORDINATION, 


Ipsev. Sept. 25, 1737. 
Revd. and Dr. Sir, 

I take the freedom to give you a line 
by Miss, just to inform you howl got 
over the difficulties and embarrassments 
which for some time retarded my ordi- 
nation. Mr. Meadows, of Needham, 
insisted upon a previous examination, in 
the usual form. I complied so far as 
to offer not only a view of my confession, 
but also to pray and preach before him 
at some place appointed. This concession 
would not suffice. He insisted upon 
asking me any questions he should think 


proper for his satisfaction ; and he claim 
ed this as bis right, upon the authority of 
God. 1 for my part could find no ar 
ter for this jure divino in scripture, ™ 
therefore could give no countenance to it. 
My brother Baxter I found at bottom 12 
Mr. Meadows’ sentiments, which mace 
me fear 1 should never carry MY point. 
But my immoveableness I imagine, a 
him. After having waited some ume ; 
know his mind, I went to worn 
morning and begged to know ge H 
what he intended to do, He then ¢ 

me, he would join in my ordinats®, 
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if Brother Steward would. This answer 
put me on taking a journey over to Bu- 
ry. Mr. Steward very freely declared 
his satisfaction, and promised his con- 
currence. In my return home, I called 
upon Mr. Meadows and Mr. Chayce, 
and invited them to my ordination, but 
they neither of them vouchsafed me that 
favour; nor did Mr. Wricht, of Deben- 
ham, whom I also invited. ‘The minis- 
ters present were, Mr. Baxter, Mr. 
Steward, Mr. Williams, Mr. Notcutt, 
Mr. Wood, senior, Mr. John Ford, Mr. 
Wood, junior, Mr. Harmer, Mr. Chor- 
ley, and Mr. Hutherson, of Ridgewell, 
uninvited. ‘The order of the day was as 
follows : 

Mr. Ford began with an introductory 
prayer. Mr. Wood, senior, prayed 
next. Mr. Ford then read, andl see a 

alm of Dr. Watts’. After which Mr. 

axter preached from Col. iv. 17; it 
proved a charge instead of a sermon. 
My confession, which followed next, 
took up twenty minutes : it was thrown 
into quite a different form from that 
which I read to you. After answering 
the questions, came on, as usual, the or- 
dination, which was performed with 
laying on of hands, Mr. Baxter praying. 


s 
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Mr. Steward gave the charge, and un- 
happily pitched on Mr. Baxter's text for 
the fountain of his thoughts ; so that they 
too much interfered. 

After the charge, Mr. Williams pray- 
ed, and was followed by Mr. Chorley; 
then Mr. Ford having read, and set an 
hymn of Dr. Watts’, Mr. Notcutt con- 
cluded. ‘The whole was brought within 
the compass of five hours. 

The evening before the day of ordina- 
tion, we met in the vestry to consider 
the confession. Only two or three ex- 
pressions were objected to, which, in de- 
ference to my seniors, I altered. The 
ministers treated me with great tender- 
ness ; they asked no questions, nor called 
for any testimonials. I earnestly re- 
quest your prayers for the divine bless- 
ing on this solemnity, and on my future 
ministry. My wife joins in respectful 
services to Mrs. Say. Iam, dear Sir, 
with renewed acknowledgments of your 
many favours, 

Your unw. Brother and much obliged 

servant, 
T. SCOTT. 

I should be glad to hear of Miss get- 
ting well home. I wish we could have 
enjoyed more of her agrecable company. 
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LETTER FROM MR. SAMUEL COOK,* A BLIND ORGANIST, TO HIS 
UNCLE, ON HIS MARRIAGE, 


Honoured Sir, 


or with less care to please, or dread to 


A friend I have long found you, and displease, had you in all my views: so 
all along had reason to account you as that I have sometimes pursued with 
my father ; nor have I less esteemed you, pain when [ have sought for pleasure. 


* Samugt Coox was Mr. Say’s sister’s (Elizabeth) son. He did marry the 
Roman Catholic mentioned above. Mr. Say was providentially at Norwich, when 
she was near her end. She appeared to be convinced by the arguments her husband 
had used in favour of Protestantism, but her pricst visited and told her she would 
be lost, and in a far worse condition than others, as she had once been in the bo- 
som of the church, &c. She was in the utmost distress of mind, wishing to be 
tight, and Mr. Say thought himself justified in administering comfort to her on 


that ground. 


His father lived at Norwich. Great interest was made for S. C. to be organist 
at White-Chapel, but he lost his election: he was afterwards chosen to St. Peter’s, 
Norwich. Some years before he died, Becket was appointed performer in his 
room, but the full salary was continued to him ; but he never got over the chagrin 


being prevented from playing. 


¢ 
Samuel Cook used to amuse himself in making poetry, and would repeat most 


his performances with great energy 
at Mr. William Manning’s, Norwich, 


Samuel Say Toms met him several times 
and was much entertained by secing and 


hearing him. He had turned many of David’s psalms into blank verse. 3. S. T. 
visited him at his lodgings, where he has seen him in full enjoyment, while playing 
en adumb organ, the people in the house not liking the continual sound. He 
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That was my case two years ago, in 
what Mr. Manning informed you of. 
And then it was that my care began to 
work wrong, when ! loved one whom 
1 feared you would dislike; and studied 
more to keep you from the knowledge of 
it, than myself from the faule, Yetl 
did decline it, as{ told you. But-see- 
ing what I cannot say, (not just in sight, 
but sense) in every sense a soul that secm- 
ed designed to make me happy, I re- 
turned : though so distracted at d ge 
of persisting contrary to your will, as 
my duty, I have made but a sorry lover ; 
by absence and reservedness trying her 
truth and temper; while she unmoved 
holds constant. What but a mind form- 
ed to softness, could ever admit a thought 
of me! What but a generous ye in- 
deed could dispense with one by mis- 
fertune contemptible. Pride—would 
look above it: deceit—could have no 
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Thus proving—I cannot dare 
wpe observing, from the Fale 
of acquaintance, engaged me: 
goodness of temper rap Fadel 2 
and soberness of conduct ; which 
are good things, though ina Papist. But 
she had the name not seven years; 
and now has not a notion worth the 
name; but a against the rules prig 
into other schemes, and will | hope to 
purpose. 

Now, as to the business of my he 
letter, this is the manager I would : 
who, being brought up in it, avust th® 
better know it; and when our interss 
are one, the better do it. ‘Tis mod 
encouraged here, as they which cannot 
serve me other ways, can this way. 
But I have almost disobliged some wish 
fearing about your approbation, which! 
fear to ask, and fear to hear, not dari 
to expect your consent to that whi 


ends in it: heat of passion—would not proves me 

have waited: a wavering fancy—could Your disobedient nephew, 

not have suffered. SAMUEL COOK. 
—— 








MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 





OBJECTIONS AGAINST THE OBSERVANCE OF CHBISTMAS DAY, 





T'o the Editor of the 
SIR, 

The following discourse was de- 
livered to a society accustomed to 
assemble for public worship on 
the 25th of December. In the few 
instances in which the writer con- 
formed to thts usage, he address. 
ed himself to the younger part of 


Monthly Repository. 


his audience, but having consider. 
able objection to a practice dis- 
cordant with the sceming object 
of their meeting together, he st 
ed to them his reasons for discon 
tinuing the service. The subject 
does not appear to have much ot 
cupied the attention of professed 


had a great turn for mathematics, and had made himself several curious articles, 
as an apparatus for solving of problems. He used to say that music was emt 
proportion, and therefore there was a near affinity between music and 


tics, or the doctrine of 

mental a 

gers, as the greatest adepts have in judgi 
He was deemed a good matey. 


ortions, and he evidently had as great 
propositions and tracing 


in 
them out by the tou of his fir- 
of musical sounds by theear. | 7” 
rch music in the old grave stile, 


could not bear the introduction of light airs in the intervals, which became (0° 


soon fashionable for his comfort, 
Mr. Cook was called to play the organ 


Just before S. S. T. was one time at Norwich 
at the cathedral, on some public occas™ 


which he did to approbation, & the good old man’sspirits were hi hly cheered by 
A cousin of his who used to lead him to Mr. Manning's was een the eather 


dral choir. He had by some means lost one hand. 


5. S. TOMS. 
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Christians, but may not be. un- 
worthy of the attention of your 
readers; if such be your opinion, 
the insertion of the following ad- 
dress will oblige a constant reader 
of your valuable Repository, 





In the performance of religious 
services, as in the practice of du. 
ties, which are supposed to be of 
moral obligation, there is no sen. 
timent which [ would more strong 
ly inculcate than that of the Apos. 
tle: ‘Let every man be fully 

rsuaded in bis own mind.” 
Without such a conviction of their 
propriety and usefulness there can 
be little merit in the performance 
of them, and there will be no incon. 
siderable danger, that the services 
themselves will be unedifying, in. 
consistent or absurd. But to 
have the assurance and conviction 
of our own minds, it is necessary 
that we examine and clearly un. 
derstand the subjects upon which 
we imagine vurselves to be so fully 
persuaded, otherwise our confi. 
dence is. nothing more than preju- 
dice, and our adherence to that 
persuasion is a superstitious at- 
tachment, which can only be pro- 
ductive of pride and vanity in our- 
selves, and of illiberality and. con- 
tempt of others, who do not enter 
into our views and have not adopt- 
ed our sentiments. 

You will easily conjecture, my 
friends, to what these remarks 
tend, and I doubt not have anti. 
Cipated the subject to which I 
would direct your attention. ‘Lhe 
return of this day will immediately 
suggest to your thoughts the ground 
Upon which itis observed by thema- 
Jority of professed Christians ; and 
though you may not accord with 
them in their peculiar views and 
sentiments, nor agree with them 
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as to the manner in which it is to 
be observed, it has so far been our 
practice to conform to established 
custom as not to forsake the as. 
sembling of ourselves together for 
religious worship. on this day. I 
confess, that on my own part, it 
has not been without considerable 
reluctance ; for though the man- 
ner in which it has been observed 
by us has been peculiarly interesting 
to my feelings, as it afforded me an 
opportunity of addressing myself 
to those in whose welfare and reli. 
gious improvement I have asincere 
and deep concern ; yet the time 
of making such efforts to promote 
them, appearing to me to be ime 
proper and ill chosen, this con- 
sideration has in a great degree di- 
minished the comfort and satis. 
faction, which I should have de- 
rived from such exertions, and I 
have never retired from this place 
without a conviction, that we had, 
in some degree, been walking 
*¢ after the tradition of men, after 
the rudiments of the world, and 
not after Christ.’”’ But as it is 
the duty of every one, not only 
“to give areason of the hope which 
is in him,’’ but to explain the 
grounds and principles upon 
which he departs from the senti- 
ments and practices of others, 
when they are sufficiently general 
and important to require it, I 
have not thought myself justifiable 
in discontinuing, the services of 
this day, without stating to you, 
what my views and sentiments 
are, and what it appears to me.our 
common profession and principles 
demand of us, 

I enter on this design with more 
satisfaction, because | consider it 
as peculiarly important, that those 
of my hearers to whom I have 
usually addressed myself on these 
occasions, should think and judge 
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for themselves of the propriety 
or absurdity and inconsistency of 
a practice which is sv general, 
and in which perhaps they have 
been accustomed to join, more 
from habit, or from conformity to 
the example of others, than from 
any conviction of their own minds. 
To you, my young friends, I 
would particularly address the 
words of the Apostle: ** Beware 
lest any man spoil you through 
philosophy and vain deceit, after 
the tradition of men, after the ru. 
diments of the world, and not af- 
ter Christ.” (Coloss. ii. 8.) In 
you, I am persuaded, I shall meet 
with minds free from prejudice 
and bias, and that you will readily 
admit the weight and importance 
of arguments which are well- 
founded and conclusive. From 
all I assure myself of a patient 
and candid attention, and of that 
indulgence and support, which we 
mutually owe to one another in the 
profession of those principles which 
we conceive to be important, and 
to be connected with the diffusion 
and practice of that pure and un. 
defiled religion of which we boast. 
There was nothing to which the 
gospel of Christ was more opposite, 
nor any thing which it more di- 
rectly denounced, than the ** vain 
philosophy” and superstitious 
practices of the heathen world; 
und if it appear to you, that the 
custom, to the origin of which I 
shall now direct your attention, 
have any affinity to these, 1 am 
persuaded that you will consider 
it as your duty ** to stand fast in 
the liberty with which Christ hath 
made you free,” to reject “the 
tradition of men, the rudiments of 
the world,” and every thing, which 
i$ Inconsistent with ‘the simpli- 
city that is in Christ.” 


That we may enter fully and 
candidly into the subject, I shall, 
in the first place, consider the 
ground, upon which I conceive 
the most weighty and conclusive 
arguments may be founded, against 
the established practice of observ- 
ing this day as the anniversary of 
the Saviour’s birth ; 1n the second 
place, [ shall examine the several 
opinions of those, who contend 
for the observance of the day up. 
on some principle but distantly 
connected with the original design, 
or perhaps altogether foreign to it; 
and thirdly, I shall endeavour to 
state, what ought to be the conduct 
of those, who dissent from the ma. 
jority of their fellow-christians in 
their views upon this subject. 

I. In the first place, [ am to 
state the objections which may be 
strongly urged against the observ. 
ance of the day as the anniversary 
of the Saviour’s birth. 

1. It is of no little moment, 
that the observance of such a day 
was not enjoined by Christ himself, 
In no part of the gospels do we 
meet with any allusion to such an 
institution or practice. If it had 
been proper or necessary, OF if it 
had not a tendency opposite te 
the design of Christianity, it 's 
not easy to conceive any reason 
why Jesus should have neglected 
to enjoin such an_ observance, 
especially when we recollect, that 
there is an ordinance of a similar 
nature, which our master himsell 
instituted. ** The same night 19 
which he was betrayed he took 
bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he brake it and said: ‘ take, 
eat, this is my body, which !s bro» 
ken for you, this do in remems 
brance of me;’ after the seme 
manner also he took the CUP» 
saying, * this cup is the new coves 









































nant in my blood, this do as often 
as ye drink it in remembrance of 
ime ;”? and the apostle, who de. 
clares, that he received this ac. 
count from Jesus himself, express- 
ly signifies to the Corinthian 
church, ** that as often as they 
ate this bread and drank of this 
cup, they shewed forth the Lord’s 
death, until he should come.” It 
may then justly be asked, why 
did he not institute a service, 
which should serve to remind them 
of the day of his birth, if it were 
so important and necessary as his 
professed followers have presumed, 
that such a day should be observ. 
ed? If the benefits to be derived 
from such an institution be real, 
and be net counterbalanced by 
evils, which greatly diminish the 
propriety of such an ordinance, 
they must have been present to 
the mind of Jesus, and it cannot 
possibly be imagined, why he 
should have neglected to furnish 
his disciples with such a means of 
strengthening their attachment to 
him, and of perpetuating the con- 
tinued remembrance of a day so 
important and joyful ; yet itis al- 
lowed by those, who are the most 
strenuous advocates for the religi- 
ous observance of the day, that 
no such command can be traced 
to our beloved master; nor is 
there any record of such an insti- 
tution, nor any allnsion to it in 
the whole history of the gospels, 
though written long after the Sa- 
viour’s death, and that of John in 
particular, many years after the 
formation ot Christian churches. 
2. It may be argued, in the se. 
cond place, that the observance of 
any particular day to’ celebrate 
the birth of Jesus, was not enjoin- 
ed nor practised by the apostles 
and early Christians. It may per- 
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haps be imagined, that with the 
humility which marked his cha- 
racter, the master, who washed 
his disciples’ feet, ** who was meek 
and lowly of heart,” forbore to 
inculcate upon his followers a 
practice, which might indicate 
some degree of pride and vanity in 
its institution, which might betray 
some inclination and readiness to 
attach to himself greater dignity 
than that which his heavenly fa- 
ther had conferred, and something 
of that very disposition, which he 
so much censured in the scribes 
and pharisees, ** who sought ho. 
nour one of another.’’ But such 
could not be the feelings of the 
apostles. If there be any ground 
of propriety in observing the day 
of their master’s birth, it must 
have been as obvious to them as it 
has been to those, ** who believ- 
ed on him throngh their word.” 
Their attachment to him could 
not be less than ours, nor their 
zeal to promote the honour of his 
name, the knowledge of his cha 
racter, and a sense of the impor. 
tant benefits connected with his 
birth be interior to ours: yet is 
there no passage in the history of 
their preaching and ministry, yet 
is there not a single line in their 


numerous epistles, which furnish.. 


es the slightest hint, that they 
enjoined the observance of such a 
day, or that the early Christians 
themselves observed or celebrated 
it. And who will say, that his 
affection is greater than was that 
of the beloved disciple? Who 
will contend that his zeal is more 
ardent than was that of Peter? 
Who will presume, that his wisdom 
is superior to that of Paul? Yet 
has not John recorded, nor Ce- 
phas enjoined, nor the apostle of 
the Gentiles inculcated the observ- 
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ance of an ordinance, which, in 
the estimation of Christians of la- 
ter ages, has been considered as 
paramount to the institution of 
Jesus himself! Yes, my friends, 
those who have no* blushed to dis- 
regard the affectionate request of 
that Saviour, whu expired under 
the agonies of the cross, have 
been the zealous advocates and ob. 
servers of ** the tradition of men ;” 
and the very persons, who would 
accuse themselves of irreligion and 
of disaffection to their master, if 
they did not celebrate the suppo- 
sitious anniversary of his birth, 
are the persons, who never eat 
bread nor drink wine in the society 
of their fellow-christians, though 
Jesus himself hath requested, that 
they would in this manner ** shew 
forth his death until he come.” 
But such is the consequence of 
being wise above what is written, 
and such js the mischievous and 
slavish influence of superstition, 
even upon the minds of those, who 
are really and sincerely attached 
to that heavenly instructor, who 
came to. deliver us from the igno. 
rance of the Gentile world, * that 
we might know the truth, and 
that the truth might make us 
free,” 

. 3. It may be urged, asa fur. 
ther argument, and an argument 
of no inconsiderable weight, that 
the day usually observed by pro- 
fessed Christians certainly is not 
the anniversary of the Saviour’s 
birth. If we attend to the ac. 
count which is erroneously ascrib- 
ed to the evangelist Luke, we shall 
find, that on the night when Jesus 
was born, the shepherds were 
watching their flocks in the fields, 
which, even in the warm climates 
of Judea, could not have been the 
Case al the:time of the winter sol- 


stices This discordance of time 
furnishes an_ indirect argument, 
that the observance of the day was 
instituted in those dark ages, re. 
mote from the time of Christ and 
his. apostles, when the minds of 
men were prepared to receive eves 
ry kind of imposition, when it 
could not be ascertained on what 
day the Saviour was born, and 
when those who instituted the day 
were so ignorant as not to regard 
the absurdity of fixing upon a day, 
which according to the received 
though fabulous accounts in the 
interpolation of Luke’s gospel, 
could not be the day, which they 
meant to celebrate. But except 
in this spurious account, and in 
the equally incredible one, which 
is made the introduction to the 
gospel of Matthew, we have no 
netice at all of the birth of Jesus 
in the whole gospel history, nor 
in any part of the New Testament; 
though the evangelist Luke, with 
a precision which marks his cha. 
racter as an historian, has given 
us the exact time, when Jesus 
entered on his ministry, and his 
age, when he was baptised of 
John, and declared by a- voice 
from heaven to be “ the well-bes 
loved Son of God,”’ or, in other 
words, the appointed Messiah. 
The same accuracy has been ob- 
served with regard to the time of 
the Saviour’s death; though withe 
out any injunction upon Christians 
to observe and celebrate that day 5 
and, therefore, if it had appeai 

to. Christ and his apostles, 1m- 
portant and beneficial, that the ane 
niversary, of his birth should bea 
day sacred in the memory of 

followers, no possible reason canbe 
assigned, why they should have faile 
ed to give us as precise and satisfac- 
tory information upon the subject. 














4. Further, The observance 
of such a day very much borders 
on the rites of pagan worship, and 
is utterly inconsistent with the sim- 
plicity of the gospel. We know, 
that the deities of the Greeks and 
Romans were many of them per- 
sons, who were raised to divine 
honours by the servility of their 
countrymen ; and that the festi- 
vals observed in honour of them 
were a mixture of religious solem- 
nities and of the most indecent 
ceremonies. ‘The manner in which 
the anniversary of the Saviour’s 
birth is observed, even in a coun. 
try professing a religion, said to 
be reformed from the errors of 
superstilion and paganism, has too 
much resemblance to the festivals 
vf Gentile nations, and is, on that 
account, unworthy of those, who 
profess to be the true followers of 
Jesus. The history of mankind 
proves how apt they are to elevate 
to divine honours those who have 
beep the instruments of conferring 
important benefits: I might add, 
the history of the Christian church 
bears the same testimony. If we 
may be allowed to conjecture up- 
on such a subject, this might be 

very reason, why the day of 
the Saviour’s birth has not been 
recorded, and why the observance 
of it was not instituted by Jesus or 
his apostles. Our beloved Mas- 
ter, ** who knew what was in 
man,” might be aware, that in as- 
signing any importance to the pe- 
nod of his birth, or to the time 
when he was supposed to make his 
appearance in the world, he might 
be laying the foundation of those 
superstitious ceremonies and di- 
vine honours being paid to him, 
which were so generally practised 
by the Gentile nations, in respect 
to their heroes and imaginary dei- 
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ties. And has not this been the 
case, my friends, even among per- 
sons calling themselves Christians, 
and with whom indeed the custom 
of celebrating this day must have 
originated? Has not the suppos- 
ed anniversary of the Saviour’s 
birth been held more sacred 
than the return of the Christian 
sabbath? Has not the meek and 
humble Jesus, and even the mo- 
ther of Jesus, been reverenced 
with greater honour than that all- 
perfect Being, whom our beloved 
Master hath taught us to regard as 
the sole object of religious wor- 
ship? But no such consequence 
could possibly result from the ia- 
stitution of an ordinance in come 
memoration of his death, by 
which, if evidence were wanting, 
our honoured and now exalted 
redeemer was proved to have the 
same nature and the like feelings 
with ourselves. No one would 
think of ascribing divine honours 
to a man, who expired under the 
agonies of the cross, This we 
know to have been the fact. The 
persons to whom the apostle al- 
ludes, when he says, “ for mae 
ny deceivers are entered into the 
world, who confess not that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh,” were 
the Gnostics, who asserted, that 
Jesus had not the feelings of 
a man, that he suffered in ap. 
pearance only, and that he was in 
reality one of those superior be- 
ings whom the heathen philoso. 
phers distinguished and reves 
renced as emanations from deity. 
It is evident, that in substituting 
this ‘‘ philosophy and vain deceit,” 
for the simple doctrine of the 
gospel, they were influenced by 
dishonest shame, and by a wish to 
remove the-odium thrown upon 
them by their unbelieving country 
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men, as the followers of a cruci- 
fied man. Contrast with this dis- 
ingenuousness the language of 
Paul, unquestionably referring to 
these very persons: ‘‘ Ged forbid 
that I should glory, save in the 
cross of the Lord Jesus Christ :”’ 
and again, “I am determined to 
know nothing among you but 
Christ and him crucified.” 

But it will be urged, that with 
these views, with these supersti- 
tious and unchristian practices 
you have no concern, though cer- 
tainly it is not a trifling consider. 
ation, that they have been sup. 
ported by the observance of such 
a day, and, therefore, I shall 
hasten to consider 

II. Secondly, the several pre. 
tences and excuses, which are 
made for the continued observance 
of the day, with a particular refer- 
ence to our principles and views 
as Protestant Dissenters. 

1. Itissaid, that though it be 
not the anniversary of the Savi- 
our’s birth, the observance of the 
precise day is not of any particu. 
lar consequence, and that the ob- 
ject will be equally attained by 
the annual observance of any day. 
This indeed is in some degree true, 
if it can be shewn, that there is 
any propriety in observing the day 
at all ; yet to a serious and thought- 
ful mind it will be some check to 
those devotional and religious feel- 
ings, which are supposed to be 
connected with the observance of 
the day, that no traces are left by 
which the precise wra of the Sa- 
viour’s birth can be ascertained ; 
from which it will be more than 
suspected, that it was contrary 
to the design and inconsistent 
with the views of the Christian 
lawgiver, that any such day 
should be celebrated or observed, 


But it is a strong objection to 
such a practice, that the grounds 
on which it is justified will lead to 
all the absurdities of the popish 
ritual. If we observe the day 
consecrated to the Saviour of man. 
kind, with subordinate religious 
views and feelings, we ought to 
Observe the days which are dedi. 
cated to his apostles ; and thence 
we may advance to the festivals in 
honour of every imaginary saint 
in the Roman calendar! We 
have as much authority for the 
one as for the other, and if we de. 
part from the simplicisy of the 
gospel institutions, it is difficult 
to say what bounds we are to set 
to human inventions. But on this 
subject we have the express cate 
tion of the apostle: ** Beware lest 
any man spoil you through philo. 
sophy and vain deceit, after the 
tradition of men, after the rudi- 
ments of the world, and not after 
Christ.” 

But itis acknowledged by a rte 
spectable class of Protestant Dis- 
senters, that the observance of this 
day is inconsistent with the sim- 


‘plicity of the gospel, that no such 


observance was instituted or au- 
thorised by Christ or his apostles, 
and that it never was so observed 
until those corruptions of doctrine 
and worship insinuated themselves 
into the Christian church, which 
have been the greatest impediments 
to the progress of genuine Chris- 
tianity. Let us consider upon 
what plea the observance of this 
day is contended for by persons 
of this description. 

2, Itissaid, in the second place, 
that it is a general custom, ane 
consequently, that it is a day o 
leisure, and therefore, that it may 
properly be devoted to religious 
worship or to religious instrucuoms 
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even by those who do not observe 
it upon a common principle. But 
it behoves us to remember, that 
“ the true worshippers of the Fa. 
ther must worship him in spirit 
and in truth,” and that Christi- 
ans *‘ must have their conversation 
in the world with simplicity and 
godly sincerity.” We must not 
then appear to unite with the ma. 
jority of professed Christians in an 
act of which we do not approve, 
against which we enter our secret 
protest, and in which we would 
not be suspected to concur. The 
apparent design of our assembling 
on this day is to celebrate the an- 
niversary of the Saviour’s birth, 
and it is to little purpose we de. 
clare, that the real object of our 
meeting together is to offer up our 
united devotions to the one God 
and Father of all men, and to de. 
liver or to attend to those religi- 
ous instructions, which are de. 
signed for the benefit of the young, 
or more generally for the edifica. 
tion of every class and description 
of Christians. I am well persuad. 
ed, that a mind, which is free 
from every prejudice and bias, will 
perceive the full weight and im- 
portance of this argument; for 
nothing is more consonant with 
the spirit and tenour of the gospel, 
than that all our religious services 
proceed from a pure heart, from 
a simple and genuine principle, 
and neither be, nor appear to be 
connected with any object to which 
they have no relation, “ We can- 
hot drink of the cup of the Lord 
and of the cup of demons.” We 
must not profess to be the advo- 
cates of the plain and simple doc- 
trines of Christianity and the sup- 
porters of its genuine institutions, 
and mingle with them ‘¢ the tra. 
dition of men and the rudiments 
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of the world,’’ for this is to live 
atter the world and not ** after 
Christ.” 

3. But it is further urged, that 
entirely to disregard the day and 
to depart from a general custom 
would give great offence to those, 
who attach an importance to it, 
and that we ought to regard the 
prejudices of our weaker brethren. 
It the observance of the day were 
in itself innocent, there would 
be some reason in this argu- 
ment; but I think enough has 
been said to shew, thatit is an 
institution, which is not only un. 
authorised by the gospel, but in 
contradiction to the spirit of it. 
It is generally allowed to be so by 
Protestant Dissenters, aud there. 
fore, the observance of the day 
should be laid aside by them, as 
an observance of a dangerous ten. 
dency ; nor should it be a bar to 
such honest and upright conduct, 
that it might give offence to some, 
‘* who have not so learned Christ.” 
We must follow him * through 
evil as well as good report,” and 
they who are offended by the in- 
tegrity and consistency of our 
conduct are the persons on whom 
the censure of promoting divisions 
in the church of Christ will justly 
fall ; for it is not our firmness, 
but their prejudice that is deserv. 
ing of blame. But such a conse. 
quence, if it existed at all, would 
only be temporary. The manly 
avowal of our principles and 
views would satisfy the judicious 
and liberal part of mankind, that 
we are actuated by conscientious 
motives ; these would be respected 
by them, and the opposition of 
ignorance and bigotry would soon 
be of little avail. We see that 
no such offence arises from the 
consistent conduct of a large and 
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respectable body of Christians, 
usually called Quakers, though 
they observe no religious institu 
tions, but that of the Christian 
sabbath. 

III. I should now proceed to 
shew, what is the duty of those 
who are convinced, that the ob. 
servance of the day is inconsistent 
with the design ot the gospel and 
unauthorised by Christ and his 
apostles. I have already trespas- 
sed much upon your attention, 
and it is not necessary that I 
should enlarge upon this head. I 
trust you are too well instructed 
in the duty of a Christian to he. 
sitate In your determination, what 
your conduct in such circum. 
sances should be. We must avoid 
all mean compliances with the 
errors, the ignorance and the 
prejudices of others. We must 
have no communication § with 
works of darkness. ** The light 
of the body,”’ saith Jesus, ** is the 
eye; if thine eye be single, then 
shall thy whole body be full of 
light ; but if the light which is in 
thee be darkness, how great must 
that darkness be!” One error 
leads to another, and every depar- 
ture from the simplicity of truth 
conducts to greater and more fatal 
deviations. We ought then to 
act upon conviction, and neither 
from Curiosity, from dishonest 
shame, nor from an unbecoming 
conformity 
others, unite with them in religi- 


ous worship on this day; for, if 


we do so, on whatever pretences 
we presume to justify our con. 
duct, it is little else than a cen. 
surable readiness to countenance 
the weakness and dissimulation of 
others; it is to be guilty of no 
trifling degree of hypocrisy our. 
selves ; it is Inconsistent with the 
virtue and simplicity of a Chris. 
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to the opinions of 


tian ; and must be peculiarly dis. 
pleasing in the sight of that Gog 
** who looketh at the heart.” 
But though I would earnestly 
exhort you to follow the dictates of 
your own hearts and consciences, 
to act upon conviction, and not 
under the influence of the opini« 
ons and authority of others, | 
would with cqual earnestness en. 
join you to avoid the appearance 
of every thing which borders up. 
on prejudice, uncharitableness 
and bigotry. Be particularly 
careful, that you throw no ob. 
struction in the way of your fel- 
dow Christians, acting upon their 
best judgment and sincere con. 
victions, ‘They may be under the 
influence of prejudice, of custom, 
or of  pre-conceived opinions, 
which have neither been doubted 
nor investigated. It is your duty 
by every fair and _ honourable 
means to endeavour to remove 
their misconceptions and errors ; 
but if they remain unconvinced, 
you must, on no pretence, inter 
rupt or disturb them in the exer- 
cise of that right, which you 
challenge to yourselves. You 
must on no account impede or 
discourage them in the perform. 
ance of those religious services oT 
duties, which they imagine to be 
comected with their peculiar 
views and sentiments. You must 
do nothing to deter them from the 
open and fearless avowal of what 
they apprehend to be the faith and 
duty of a Christian, To their 
own master they stand oF fall. 
We are bound to regard as bre- 
thren, *¢ all who love the Lord Je- 
sus Christ in sincerity ;” for “We 
are members one of another,” and 
we must preserve ** the unity of our 
faith, in the bond of peace, W! 
the meckness of wisdom,” and in 
the exercise of uuiversal charity 
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THEOLOGUS’S REPLY TO CRITO. 





1'o the Editor of the Monthly Repository. 


Coram-street, Oct. 8, 1810. 
SIR, 
The letter of Crito is so unwor- 
thy, that I should not reply to it, 
if he had not blended slander with 


his abuse, and ridiculed facts of 


great importance to be known. 
Invective and raillery, the usual 
retreat of those who are driven 
irom the ficld of argument, dis. 
honour only the person who uses, 
and not him who is the object ot 
them. 

I stated that the best method of 
illustrating the scriptures was first 
to come to the knowledge of facts 
from competent historians, and 
then examine the contents of the 
N. T. in reference to these facts. 
In illustration of this pringiple, 
I affirmed, that Sejanus, the 
minister of Tiberius, towards the 
close of that emperor’s reign, ac- 
cused the Christians in Rome of 
treasonable designs against the go- 
vernment, Inflamed by this ac. 
Cusation, the Emperor and Senate 
inflicted great cruelties on the 
followers of Jesus, The sufierers 
in their turn retorted on Sejanus 
the charge of treasan: the truth 
of which being soon after proved 
by the event, opened the eyes of 
Tiberius ; who having put his 
treacherous minister to death, be« 
came the friend of the people, 
whom he had before persecuted ; 
and sent to the prefects in all the 
provinces an edict, in which he 
commanded them to protect those 
of the Jews, who were peaceable 
and innocent in the exercise of 
their rites, and to punish only the 
guilty, who were few. 

Tertullian in his Apology has 


a passage, which is thus translated 
by Lardner, vol. vii. p. 232. ** ‘Ti+ 
berius, in whose time the Chris. 
tian religion had its rise, having 
received from Palestine, an ac- 
count of such things as manifest- 
ed our Saviour’s divinity, propos. 
ed to the Senate, and giving bis 
own vote as first in his favour, 
that he should be placed amonby 
the Gods. The Senate refused, 
because he had himselt declined 
that nonour. Nevertheless, the 
emperor persisted in his own opt. 
nion, and ordered that, if any 
accused the Christians, they should 
be punished.” Apolog.c. 5. p. 6. 
Though Tiberius might have re- 
ceived from Pilate an account of 
the miracles and resurrection of 
Jesus, he could not have received 
the assurance of his innocence ; 
because Pilate had at this time 
sanctioned his death, as a pre- 
tended king of the Jews and an 
enemy of Cesar. It is true that 
the governor was sensible of out 
Lord’s innocence and confessed 
it. But this confession was made 
to the Jews, made before the sen. 
tence was passed, and made asa 
motive to divert their malice 
against the accused. But after 
he had ratified his condemnation, 
Pilate would acknowledge his in. 
nocence no longer; much less 
would be send an assurance of it 
to Cesar, because this would be 
to condemn himself as a cruel and 
unjust judge. It is evident, theres 
fore, that the emperor had some 
knowledge of Jesus through 4 
channel very difierent from Pilate. 
Besides he knew that the believers 
in Jesus were also accused; and 













































eT a= hae Pa £ m4 
—2s . = . i. ie : 
— 7 a « — p-- 


—— 
: 





a 


er > pea 
Se ee > ee - e 
= 
in — <= sane are aeons 


a 


— z 
——Se 


yee 


tr el, 
—— 


a Pos - et = 

































544 Theologus's Reply to Crito. 


be knew also that the accusation Gentiles, nor the name Christign 
was false 5 and as this accusation as yet in existence. It is evident 
was no other than treason, for then that by C&ristians, Tertu)- 
which their leader bad already lian and Orosius mean Jews : and 
suffered in Judea, nothing short if these writers had not been Gen. 
of personal knowledge, nothing tiles by birth, it is more than pro. 
but the notoriety of the senti- bable that they would have given 
ments and conduct of the Chris- them this name. At least, under 
tians in Rome, could convince this title we are to expect that 
nim of its falsehood, The narra- Philo and Josephus should des. 
tive of Tertulhan implies, theres cribe the sufferers. Hear the 
lore, that there were, even at* words of Philo, p. 698, Par. Edit. 
this early period, Christians i  “ In the reign of Tiberius, the 
Italy and Rome, though this wri. Jews in Italy were distressed by the 
ter has, from a motive hereafter machinations of Sejanus. But 
lo be stated, designedly omitted after his death the emperor be. 
tv mention them. Eusebius in came sensible that the accusa. 
his Eccles. History, ii. 2. has given tions alleged against the Jews in 
the same history nearly in the Italy, were calumnies, the mere 
words of Tertullian. And Oro. inventions of Sejanus, who was 
sius, a writer towards the begin. eager to devour a nation, that, as 
ning of the fifth century, hath he knew, made the most deter. 
thus more fully stated the fact: mined resistance to his impious 
‘** Tiberius proposed to the Sc- counsels and designs.” Now it 
nate that Christ should be made appears manifest, that Philo and 
« God, with his own vote in his Orosius speak of the same event, 
favour. The Senate, moved with and of the same people. The aCe 
indignation that it had not been, count of Tertullian and Orosius 
as was usuxl, proposed to them supposes the sufferers to be Jews 
to determine respecting the recep- —to be accused Jews—to be ac- 
tion of bis religion, rejected his Cused by Sejanus, accused to- 
deification, and decreed by an Wards the close of Tiberius 's 
edict, that the Christians should reign, and to be unjustly accused : 
be banished from the city, especi- and these particulars are implied 
ally as Sejanus, the prefect of in the narrative of Philo, who 
Tiberius, most obstinately resist- goes further and hints at the na- 
ed the reception of his faith, ture of the accusation. — The 
Here the inference which I drew prefect knew that they were enee 
from the words of Tertullian, is mies to his impious design,” 1. ¢ 
stated in direct terms by Orosius, his design of usurping the ee 
(see his own words apud Lard. He, therefore, with the oo 

vii. 243) namely, that in thedays adroitness of wicked ministers, 
of Tiberius, Christians were so charged on them the treason 0 

numerous at Rome, as to attract which he was himself guilty. rhe 
the notice of Government. But words of this noble author, _ 
though Christ at this time had was a spectator of all the transe 
many followers at Rome, they actions, imply, moreover, - 
were chiefly Jews; his gospel Tiberius at first, as was most - 
being not as yet announced tothe tural, believed the charge, °° 
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that his eyes being soon opened, 
he became the protector of the 
people, whom a little before he 
had grievously molested. The 
christian writers left the first im- 
pressions of ‘Tiberius’s resentment 
in the shade, and mention only 
his subsequent conduct in behalf 
of the sufferers: and their testi- 
mony to this conduct Js signally 
supported by Philo. Hear next 
the testimony of Josephus, ‘* A 
Jew resided at Rome, who having 
been accused of transgressing the 
laws of Moses, fled from his 
country to avoid the punishment 
which threatened him. In every 
respect he was a wicked man. 
During his residence at Rome, he 
professed to untold the wisdom of 
the Mosaic laws, in conjunction 
with other three men, who in 
every view resembled himself. 
With these associated Fulvia, a 
woman of rank, that had become 
a convert to the Jewish religion, 
and whom they prevailed upon to 
send for the temple of Jerusalem, 
presents of purple and gold. 
These they received and appre. 
priated to their own use; which 
indeed was their motive at first 
making the request. ‘Tiberius 
when informed of this by Saturni- 
nus, the husband of the unjustly 
accused Fulvia, commanded all 
the Jews to be expelled from the 
city. The men to the number of 
four thousand were forced into 
the army by the order of the Se- 
nate, and sent to the island of 
Sardinia. But the greater part 
of them determined to preserve 
their laws unviolated, refused to 
serve as soldiers, and were put tu 
death.” J. A. Lib. xviii. ¢. iii. 
p. 877. ‘The molestation men- 
tioned in general terms by Philo, 
the Jewish historian, has been 
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particularised. We need, I pre- 
sume, no further evidence that 
Tertullian, Eusebius, Orosius, 
Philo and Josephus speak of the 
same transactions and the same 
people. But a few brief observa. 
tions are necessary to illustrate 
the fact. 

1. Josephus has subjoined 
this account of the sufierers at 
Rome, to the celebrated testumo- 
ny which he has given of Christ, 
thus evincing the genuineness of 
that passage (which has been er- 
roncously pronounced spurious, 
because it had no connection with 
the context) and at the same time 
intimating that the people molest. 
ed in Italy were believers in him, 
and molested for this belief. 

2. The Jew stigmatized as 
wicked in every respect, was a 
pretended teacher of the Gospel, 
or as Josephus properly calls it 
the wisdom of the Mosaic laws. 
For the early Jewish Christians 
never allowed the distinction which 
half a century afterwards was 
made between Jews and Christi- 
ans, Christianity being in their 
opinion (and their opinion was 
very just) only Judaism refined, 
and carried to its consummation 
and Jesus being not the founder 
of a new religion, but the finisher 
of the religion of Moses. Accord- 
ingly they called the doctrine of 
Jesus Judaism, or the Jewish re- 
ligion, or as it was founded on a 
figurative interpretation of the 
law, they called it the wisdom or 
the philosophy of the Mosaic laws. 
According to Josephus then, the 
wicked Jew, with his two associ- 
ates, pretended to teach what we 
call Christianity, though he was 
guilty of adultery, of robbing the 
temple, and every other crime. 
And if we turn to the letter which 
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the apostle addressed to the Chrise which I extract from Camden's 
tian church, chap. 11, 17—25, at Britannia, Gough’s edit. p. 50. 
Rome, we find him indignantly ‘* In the meau time,” writes he, 
apostrophising a Jew, who prided “ the island exposed to the severest 
in the wisdom of the law, and yet cold, and as it were in the extre- 
was guilty of the very crimes spe- mity of the earth, out of the reach 
cified by Josephus. We find him of the visible sun, was first under 
further, at the close of the epistle, the reign of Tiberwus, JSavoured 
inculcating that such teachers with that true sun, shewing not 
were not servants of the Lord Je- 19 the material firmament, but 
sus, but profligate and corrupt trom the highest heavens, before 
impostors, who, under the pre. all time, enlightening the world 
tence of superior wisdom, aimed with his beams in his appointed 
only at misleading the unwary, time, i. e. Christ by his pre. 
and making their simplicity the cepés.”’ 
instruments of their luxury and I next proceed to apply these 
debaucheries. facts to a few passages in the N, 
3. The crimes of which these ‘Ts When the hostile temper 
men were guilty, Sejanus andthe of the emperor and Senate be- 
Senate, who were at this time but came known in_ the provinces, 
his tools, extended to all the Jews and especially in Judea, tlic ene. 
and followers of Jesus. The in. mics of the Christians must have 
nocent, who were many, suffered thought themselves at liberty to 
in consequence with the guilty imitate their example. Accord. 
few. From these imputations ingly we read Acts vil. 1. ‘* And 
Josephus defends them, by limit- at that time there was a great per- 
ting the guilt only to three men, Secution against the church.” 
whom he represents indeed as the But Philo assures us, that the 
immediate cause of the distresses emperor was soon made sensible, 
which the whole nation endured that the persecuted persons were 
in Rome. Thus does the great misrepresented and calumniated ; 
historian of the Jews, in the very that he therefore put a stop to 
ey where he defends Jesus, de- this persecution, having prohibit. 
end also his followers from the ed it at Rome, and sent an edict 
calumpies with which they were for the same purpose, into the 
maligned. provinces. His words are too im- 
4. Josephus represents those of portant to be omitted. “ Tiberius, 
the Jews who enlisted as sent into become sensible that the accusa- 
the island of Sardinia. But Sue. tions alleged against the Jews were 
tonius in Vita Tiberii, c. 36, says calumnies, the mere inventions of 
more generally that they were sent Scjanus, sent orders to the cone 
into provinces of @ severe climate. stituted authorities in every place, 
Some of them no doubt were sent not to molest in their several Cie 
to Great Britain, where at this ties, the men of that nation, ex- 
time existed military stations, cept the guilty, who were few, 
and there the victims of cruelty nor to suppress apy of their instl- 
and oppression must bave brought tutions, but on the contrary, 
with them the name and doctrine regard as a trust committed 0 
of Christ. And this will account their care, both the people them- 
for the following passage of Gildas, selves, as possessing peaceable dis- 
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positions, and their laws, which, 
like oil, brace them with dignity 
and firmness.”” Now what should 
we expect to be the effect of such 
a measure, as soon as it had time 
to be known and to operate in 
Judea? What but the effect stated 
in this simple narrative, “then had 
the churches rest throughout all 
Judea, and Galilee, and Samaria, 
and were edified and multiplied.” 
Acts ix. 31. This event took 
place about the time, in which 
Tiberius died ; and the descrip. 
tion which Philo gives of the state 
of the Roman empire on the ac- 
cession of Caligula implies that 
the repose of the churches pro. 
ceeded from this edict. ‘* What 
person,’’ says he, ‘* on behold. 
ing Caius, when, afterthe death of 
Tiberius, he had assumed domi- 
nion over every land and sea; 
which dominion held every coun. 
try, east, west, north and south, 
in tranquillity and order ; which 
united every province in social 
harmony, blended together in con- 
gratulating the return and in en- 
joying the blessings of universal 
peace ; who, I say, on seeing this 
felicity under Caius, which it ex- 
ceeds the power of words to des- 
cribe, would not be filled with 
extacy at the sight?’ If then 
such was the happy state of every 
city, of every place in the Roman 
empire, in consequence of the 
regulations established by Tiberi- 
us, the churches in Judea, Gali- 
lee, and Samaria must have shared 
inthe general blesssing, and deriv- 
ed their repose from the measures 
which produced it. Eusebius 
also represents the tranquillity of 
the churches as proceeding - trom 
thesame cause. ‘ Tiberius,” says 
he, H, E. ii, 2. * threatened death 
to soch as accused the Chnistians ; 
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this being suggested to his mind 
by Divine Providence, that the 
doctrine of the gospel having the 
beginning of its race clear from 
obstruction, might freely run 
through every land.” Dr. Lard. 
ner indeed has entirely overlooked 
the operations of this edict, and 
he supposes the rest in question, 
to proceed from the distress which 
the Jews endured by the mad at- 
tempt of Caligula to place his 
statue in the temple of Jerusalem. 
But the supposition is inadequate 
and utterly foreign to the effect to 
be accounted for; and withal ime 
plies the severest reflection on the 
disciples of the benevolent Jesus, 
For it implies, that they were 
so unfeeling, so destitute of re- 

gard for their brethren the Jews, 
so unconcerned about the great 
cause for which they suffered, 

to enjoy rest ata time when the 
whole country was involved in 
one scene of horror and conster- 
nation—to be comforted and edifi. 
ed when men, women and chil. 
dren lay on the ground, with their 
breasts bare, to receive the sword 
of the tyrant. Lard. vol. i. p. 97 
—99. 

The narrative of Josephus re- 
presents the Jewish believers in 
Rome as innocent in general, but 
stigmatizes three of them as wick- 
ed in every respect. According to 
Philo, the edict of Tiberius made 
a distinction which unfortunately 
had not been made at first, between 
the innocent and the guilty, en- 
joining the magistrates of the pro- 
vinces to protect the former and to 
punish only the latter, who were 
few. This just distinction is re. 
cognized by St. Paul, in that part 
of his letter to the Christians in 
Rome, where he enforces the dui y 
of obedience to the civil rulers, 
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* These,” says he, Rom. xii. 3, 
4, ** are not a terror to the good, 
but to evil doers.’’ 

The apostle Peter recognises the 
same distinction : ** Submit your- 
selves unto governors as unto men 
that are sent by him for the pu- 
nishment of evil doers, and for the 
praise of them who do well,’’ 2 
Pet. ii. 13. Here then is a very 
remarkable circumstance, Paul 
writing in Greece, Peter in Judea, 
and Philo about the same time in 
Egypt, use the very same language; 
and that in circumstances in which 
neither would or could have used 
it. Because so notoriously hostile 
were the magistrates in general to 
Christ and his followers that, when 
left to themselves, they were more 
disposed to punish the active and 
virtuous, than the guilty among 
them. It is manilest, therefore, 
that the language of these three 
writers owes its Coincidence to the 
edict of the emperor, which had 
been sent to and made known in 
all the provinces. 

Moreover, from the united tes- 
timonies of Philo, Josephus, Ter. 
tullian and Qrosius, it appears 
that Sejanus, the senate, and even 
at first the emperor himself op- 
posed, accused and harassed the 
Christians, How significant then 
must have been the following ques. 
tion, which Paul put to the Ro. 
man converts, Rom. viii. 31, 
‘* What shall we say to these 
things; if God be with us, who 
can be against us? Who shall ac. 
cuse the chosen people of God? 
God acquitteth them. Who is he 
that condemneth them? Christ 
hath died for us, or rather is 
risen again: he is even at the 
right hand of God, and PLEADETH 
for us.” Here the writer having 
his mind fixed on the Roman se- 


nate copied from the forms of jys- 
tice the terms, EYKAAETEL, Simatey. 
evTuyxaver and applies them ina 
judiczal sense. The last represents 
Christ risen from the dead and 
seated on the right hand of God, 
to establish the hope of his virtu. 
ous followers, under the figure of 
an advocate, who stands up to 
plead the cause of his client. And 
as the language is figurative, jt 
must be understood with the lati. 
tude in which figurative words are 
usually interpreted. 

Finally, ‘To separate the be. 
hevers at Rome from their allegi- 
ance to Christ, the y were forced to 
enlist under the banners of Cesar, 
and sent to provinces of a severe 
climate, where they suffered cold, 
hunger and nakedness. ‘Those 
who refused to enlist, and who, 
as Josephus asserts, formed the 
greater part, were put to death. 
In reference to facts so important 
and notorious, the apostle with 
great propriety continues his ques- 
tions, ‘** Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? Shall af. 
fliction, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or dan- 
ger, or the sword? (i. e, the civil 
power using the sword in putting 
the Christians to death ;) as itis 
written, For thy sake we are killed 
all the day long : we are accounted 
assheep for the slaughter. Nay, in 
all these things we are more than 
conquerors, through him who lov- 
ed us.” 

The facts thus supported by so 
many authorities, and thus illus- 
trative of so many passages 10 the 
N. T. Crito endeavours to set 
aside in a manner worthy ol his 
brilliant talents. ‘* How justly 
does the learned Theologus upon 
the merit of these marvellous dis 
coveries, which, as he modestly 
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tells us, are but a few instances of 
the great light which may be made 
to reflect on the sacred pages, no 
doubt from his own profound re- 
searches, take precedence of all 
former critics and expositors. And 
with what becoming solemnity 
does he advance his novel and 
recondite canon of criticism for 
the benefit of all future interpret- 
ers of scripture, viz. ‘ First to 
come to the knowledge of facts: 
and then to examine the contents 
of the N. ‘IT’. in reference to these 
facts.” I cannot but congratulate 
the Christian world upon the 
grand improvements which may 
hereafter be expected, in illustra. 
tion of the scriptures by future 
expositors, if they have wisdom to 
follow this extraordinary rule of 
interpretation so lately invented, 
and with such kind condescen- 
sion revealed by the learned The- 
ologus. Avaunt! ye Lockes and 
ye Lardners, ye ‘Taylors and ye 
Newcomes: ye pigmies in learn- 
ing, ye babes in criticism, ye em 
bryos in theology, hide your di- 
minished heads. Simple and well- 
meaning expounders of the holy 
text, ye weakly contented your- 
selves with acquiring some toler. 
able familiarity with scripture 
phraseology and with spelling 
out what little was to be known 
of the actual state of the churches 
fo which the Epistles were ad- 
dressed. Never did it occur to 
your dull understanding what the 
superior genius of the learned The. 
ologus has so distincthy made out, 
that in order to explain the Epis. 
tles of Paul, it is indispensably 
requisite to rake into the manners 
and the vices of the princes and 
favourites, the pimps and para- 
Sites, the ‘adulterers and adulter- 
esses of the imperial court. Go 
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reverend greybeards, go to the 
school of the learned Theologus, 
sitat his feet and hear wisdom,”” 
Having thus disproved the facts 
and refuted the logic of the learn. 
ed Theologus, Crito, to make his 
triumph complete, proceeds to de- 
stroy the moral character of the 
learned Theologus. ** With the 
good leave of the learned Theolo. 
gus, I will make bold to state in 
the first place, that it is my firm 
conviction, that when the learned 
Theologus quoted the note he én- 
tentionally omitted the most ma* 
terial part. Secondly, that when 
the learned Theologus gives what 
he calls the meaning of the note, 
I firmly believe he knew full well 
at the very time that what he says 
is the meaning, is not, and could 
not possibly be the meaning of the 
writers. - And, thirdly, that when 
the learned Theologus affirms of 
his garbled extract and false ine 
terpretation, Iam decidedly of 
opinion that he did not believe it, 
but that he knew the contrary. 
From all which premises, we may 
justly conclude, that though Theo. 
logus is a very very learned man, 
indeed, yet that his profound 
learning does not always secure 
him from making very extraordie 
nary and unaccountable assertions. 
Unfortunate editors of the I. V.! 
You have been roughly handled, 
as might reasonably be looked for 
in the camp of the enemy. You 
have becn wounded, where you 


did not expect it, in the house of 


your friends. You have found 
few gencrous advocates to plead 
your cause. But from no quarter 
have you sustained a more unfair 
and unfeeling attack, than from the 
rude tomahawk of this learned sa- 
cage. My advice to you is, as 
you cannot, consistently with the 
i 


549 


a, « 


> 
~, 


eS 


* 


Dy Seer ee eT ee 


» 


=F oe ad 


re ae. 
= - 


<<. ae 
3 


=, SEE 


emai al 
<a. 
-_— -_ 


a ase 


a 





550 


laws of civilized war, and a pro- 
per regard to your honest reputa- 
tion, retaliate upon your adver- 
sary with his own weapons, that 
for the present you keep quiet in 
your trenches, and suffer the 
storm to pass over your heads, It 
is a brutum fulmen which can do 
you no harm.”’ 
Having in a manner, I hope 
worthy of me and my cause, si- 
lenced the raillery of this writer 
by proofs, 1 now proceed in the 
same consistent way to defeat the 
above calumny, by appealing to 
the fact. The note in question is 
on Rom. viii. 34, and stands thus 
in the L.V.“ The word evruyyarw 
here, and in vs. 26, 27, rendered 
to intercede, is a word of very ge- 
neral signification: evruyyaves: 
Umee Tivos, pro commodo alicujus 
Jacere aliquid, Schleusner, to do 
any thing for the benefit of another. 
The word is applied to Christ here 
and in Heb. vil. 25, and in no 
other text in the N. T.; and it, 
no doubt, means that Christ, in 
his present exalted state, is in 
some way or other employed for 
the benefit of the church. But 
these passages lay no just founda- 
tion for the commonly received 
opinions concerning the interces- 
sion of Christ.” This note I 
abridged, mercly for the sake of 
brevity, in your Repository for 
June, p. 305, where I thus re- 
cite it, ** The reader will meet 
with a very learned note, which 
declareth that torntercedeis a word 
of very gencral signification ; and 
though Christ here, and in Heb. 
vit. 25, is said to intercede for the 
church, these passages lay no just 
foundation tor the comme nly re- 
ceived opinions concerning the ine 
tercession of Christ.””. Now I re- 
quest my readers to compare the 
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note with this abridgment of it, 
and decide upon the following 
questions: Is the abstract, as Cri. 
to asserts, but a small part of the 
note ? Is any material part omitted? 
And is the omission of such a na- 
ture as to warrant Crito to say that 
it was intentional? I readily al- 
low that my account is not strictly 
accurate, because I did not say 
that what I quoted was an abridg. 
ment, and that I led, by the use of 
inverted commas, my readers to 
suppose I cited the exact words of 
the note. But this was an over- 
sight which could answer no pur 
pose ; nor was I sensible of it till 
it was pointed out to me. Far- 
ther, my representation of the note 
states, that to intercede is a word 
of general signitication ; whereas 
the noteitseli says, that evruyyavw, 
rendered do intercede, isa word of 
general signification. Into this 
inaccuracy I was led by my unwile 
lingness to cite learned words 
which the generality of your read. 
ers were not likely to understand, 
But even here the substance is still 
the same. The editor has ren. 
dered. evruyyavw to intercede ; 
and surely his adversary is not It. 
able to the charge of wiliul mis- 
representation, because in address- 
ing mere Enghsh readers, lie has 
substituted the corresponding word 
in the version instead of the origi 
nal one. 

The meaning of the note I add- 
ed is briefly this, ‘* Though Christ 
intercedes, we have no ground to 
believe in his intercession.” In 
the text we are told that Christ 
intercedeth for us. Whatever the 
original may signify, the word in 
our tongue, as applied to our 
Lord, bears but one, and that the 
commonly received sense. I his 
passage therefore in the I. V.as* 
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sents to, and confirms the inter- 
cession of Christ, according to 
the usual acceptation of that word: 
and yet the note says expressly, 
that it lays no just foundation for 
the commonly received opinions 
concerning the intercession of 
Christ. And what is this but to 
say, as I have represented, 
‘though Christ is here said to in- 
tercede, we have no ground to be. 
lieve in his intercession.”’ And 
yet the man who arraigns me 
has, in the face of truth, the assu. 
rance to assert, that when the 
learned ‘Theologus thus represent 
ed the note, he knew full well at 
the time, it was not, and could 
not possibly be its meaning. Far- 
ther evruyyavw is explained to 
do any thing for the benefit of an. 
other. Well; is not interceding 
to act for the benefit of others? 
This supposed explanation of 
Schleusner then is not egatast the 
commonly received notions of 
Christ’s intercession ; butis perfect- 
ly consistent with it, and may com- 
prehend it as a general compre- 
hends any specific good. And what 
reason have we to believe, that the 
apostle used the term in the com- 
prehensive sense ascribed to it by 
the editor, and not in the usual 
and. strict signification of iter. 
ceding ? The editor gives no evi- 
dence for this, and we are to be- 
lieve it merely on his authority. 
The editor on the authority of 
Schleusner, explains evruyyavery 
umeo Tivos in the sense of domng any 
thing for the benefit of another, 
On the first perusal of the note I 
felt surprise, if that accurate lexi. 
cographer had put on the word so 
vague and inappropriate an inter- 
pretation; and upon consulting 
the work, (which I had not atthe 
time in my possession) I found his 
words strangely curtailed and mis. 
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represented, They are then, sEx- 
SU FORENS! alicujus causam agere, 
pro alicujus commodo facere ali- 
quid. Here Tam glad to find 
that Schlcusner understood the 
word, as I have explained it, in a 
judicial sense. But the eilitor was 
wiser. He therefore, from design 
or inadvertence, omits the words 
sensu forensi, which are necessary 
to limit the term to its proper ac- 
ceptation : and then by this “ gar- 
bled extract and false interpreta. 
tion” he quotes Schleusner as an 
authority for what he neverintend- 
ed. This is a singular blunder, 
and the man who made it, or 
he who defends it, can but with 
very ill grace accuse Theologus 
of intentional misrepresentation. 
This and Heb. vii. 25. are said 
to be the only places where the 
word is applied to Christ. But 
it is applied to’ other persons 
(see Acts xxv. 24. Rom. viii. 
26. xi. 2.) and the literal sense 
in which it is used, in regard 
to others, should be the clue 
of ascertaining the metaphorical 
or analogical sense in which 
it is applied to our Lord, The 
editor by taking the word to 
mean, that some way- or other 
Christ is employed for the benefit 
of the church, understands it evi- 
dently in a literal sense ; but this 
expression is strongly figurative, 
just as is the preceding clause, 
which represents Christ as sitting 
on the right hand of God. This 
is the whole note; and it is not 
too much to say of it, that it is 
contradictory, nugatory and er. 
ropcous. 

The sum of the whole is this: 
from a wish to promote scrip- 
tural knowledge, and consist. 
ently with. good manners, I point. 
ed out some mistakes in the I, V. 
applying withal some facts net 
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hitherto attended to, as specimens 
of the manner ia which the Chris. 
tian scriptures should be inter. 
preted, Crito comes forward, 
and instead of reasoning as it be. 
came a candid enquirer, he ridi- 
cules my pretensions, and defames 
my character, without even the 
semblance of an argument. In this 
letter I have opposed proofs to 
his raillery, and fact to his defa- 
mation: and the mask of scurri- 
lity being thus taken from him, he 
stands forth to the public a scofler 
and a defamer, a buffoon whom 
the demon of ignorance and ma. 
lignity hath suborned to ridicule 
scriptural knowledge and _ vility 
its votaries. He advises the edi- 
tors to disprove the facts, and re. 
fute the logic of ‘Theologus, or 
retire to their garrets and be silent 
for ever. Whether the editors 
will act thus or not, Crito is 
bound to adopt the alternative. 
He has derided the facts of The- 
ologus as false, and his logic as 
sophistical ; ; and if he would re. 
tain any claim to probity and ho. 
nour, the readers of the Reposi- 
tory will expect him to prove 
them false and sophistical. ButI 
defy him to do this. Crito has 


Crito in’ Explanation. 


not the ability to disprove the 
facts, nor conlute the logic, of 
Theologus, though he possessed 
all the sinister wisdom which the 
prince of darkness can inspire, 
Let him then, conformably to 
his own advice, retire and be si. 
lent for ever. A garret is a re. 
sidence that may suit him, Or 
if he wish a still more appropriate 
recess, let him seek those holes, 
in which dwell moles and bats, 
and otber kindred vermin, which 
have neither eyes to see the lustre 
nor sensibility to be enamoured 
with the beauty of truth. 

I purpose in a suceessivn of 
shorter letters, Mr. Editor, to 
unfold the very remarkable cir. 
cumstances which led Tiberius to 
believe in the divinity of our Lord, 
and to propose his deification—to 
trace the propagation of that doc. 
trine, which thus originated at 
Rome, into the Christian churches, 
and the effect which its introduc- 
tion had on the apostolical wri. 
ters. This inquiry, if well found. 
ed, is, I presume, of a nature 
strongly to attract the attention 


of the theological world. 
THEOLOGUS. 





CRITO IN EXPLANATION, 
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Crito learns with regret, that 
many who have not read the stric- 
tures of Theologus, and some who 
have, are of opinion, that Crito 
has himself fallen into the error 


which he condemns in others, of 


having exceeded the rules of ci- 
vilized warfare. The best apo- 
logy which Crito can make forhim- 
self, is by stating, with the Edi- 


tor’s permission, and without any 
comment, the Note of the Im- 
proved Version, and 'T heologus’s 
remarks upon it, 

Rom, viii. 34.“ Christ inter- 
cedeth also for us.” 

Note. “The word evluyxyavw, 
here, and in vs. 26, 27, rendered 
to intercede, is a word of very gene- 
ral signification : evluyxavely oes 
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wos, pro commodo i ce 
aliguid-~Schleusner: to do any 
thing for the benefit of another, 


The word is applied to Christ here, ' 


and in Feb. vil. 25. and in no 
other text in the New Testament. 
It no dowbt means that Christ in 
his present exalted state is, in some 
way or other, employed for the 
benefit of the church. But these 
passages lay no just foundation for 
the commonly received opinions 
concerning the intercession of 
Christ.”” 

The following are the remarks 
of Theologus : 

*¢ On this the reader will meet 
with a very learned note which 
declareth that * to intercede is a 
word of very general signification, 
and though Christ here, and in 
Heb. vii. 25. is said to intercede 
for the church, these passages lay 
no just foundation for the com. 
monly received opinions concern- 
ing the intercession of Christ.’ 
The meaning of which is briefly 
this, though Christ intercedes we 
have no grounds to believe his in- 
tercession. This I believe is a 
fair specimen of the notes.” 

Of such strictures, Crito be- 
lieves that there can be but one 


opinion in the minds of honour. 
able and well-informed judges, 
His own opinion he has already 
stated and need not repeat. But 
he must enter his protest against 
all personal application of his re- 
marks, Of Theologus, as such, 
Crito professes to know nothing 
more than what appears under 
his signature, When a gentleman 
writes under an assumed nome, 
no one has a right to know the au- 
thor, or to betray what the writer 
means to conceal. Theologus 
and Crito are mere entia rationis, 
and under this character they 
may, perhaps, be permitted to use 
a liberty of speech, which in real 
entities would be regarded as a 
transgression of the rules of de. 
corum and biensednce. Far is 
Crito from suspecting that Theo. 
logus, whoever he be, in his real 
person would gravely assert a 
deliberate untruth, But having 
assumed a fictitious character, 
he probably thought himself at lis 
berty to sport a fictitious criticism, 
which would be the more venial 
as the professed and meritorious 
object of it was to disparage the 
Improved Version. 
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NOTES AND QUERIES ON PASSAGES OF SCRIPTURE. 
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Oct. 4th, 1810. 

Gen. xxv. 27, compared with 
John i. 47. Archbishop Tillot. 
son, in a Sermon on the latter of 
these texts, supposes that our 
Lord characterises Nathaniel as 
“an Israelite indeed, in whom 
is no guile,” from bis resemblance 


to his ancestor Jacob, or Israel, 
in the virtue of sincerity: and J, 
G. Rosenmiiller gives the’ same 
interpretation, and refers to the 
passage in Genesis. However, by 
‘< an Israelite indeed’? we should 
understand, I‘ conceive, one who, 
is worthy of that national’ appel> 
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lation; just as we might now 
say of a person, by way of praise, 
‘¢ he isa true I.nglishman, or has 
the good old Kaglish manners.” 
There were occasions on which 
Jacob was guilty of fraud and 
craft; yet, because he is stiled a 
plain man, and. Esau, a cunning 
(a skilful) hunter, he has obtain- 
ed a reputation for the opposite 
quality. This fact leads me to 
request, that some of the contri. 
butors to the Monthly Repository 
will assign, if they can, the precise 
meaning of the word, which in 
our Bibles, is translated plain, 
and illustrate it by the induc. 
tion of texts where the term oc. 
curs. Another objection to Til- 
lotson’s opinion may be seen in 
Schleusner’s Lex. and Pearce’s 
Comm, 

1 Chron. xvi. 15. On this 
verse Hallet has a note particu- 
larly deserving of attention. ‘There 
can scarcely be a doubt, that the 
proper reading is, “ he is mindful 
always of his covenants ;” and I 
beg to suggest, whether an igno- 
rant or inadvertent transcriber 
did not change 19%3, which, 
possibly, he found in some MS. 
into 37, and thus occasion the 
corruption. 

Job xix. 25—26. The key to 
these verses has always appeared 
to me to be contained in xvi. 19, 
** Behold my witness is in heaven, 
and my record is on high.” 
Though Job considered his dis. 
ease as mortal, he was confident, 
nevertheless, that the Supreme 
Being would attest his innocence ; 
and he hence declares, (xii. 15) 
** though he slay me, yet will I 
trust in him.” It is perfectly 
agreeable to the dramatic turn of 
the book that the virtuous sufferer 
thould expect a divine appeare 


Passages of Scripture. 


ance in his favour: but the ip. 
troduction of the doctrines of a 
future state and a_ resurrection 
would have been at variance with 
the plan and object of the poem, 
And with what propriety Job 
could say that, after the slumbers 
of the tomb, he should, in his 
flesh, see God, has never been 
explained. I cannot adopt Miss 
Smith’s translation of the passage 
or her annotations upon it: she 
is more successful in her version 
of some other parts of Job. Per. 
haps, she would have executed 
the whole of her undertaking with 
yet greater effect, had she paid 
less deference to Parkhurst, who, 
at once learned and mystical, 
cannot be uniformly recommend. 
cd as a safe guide to Hebrew stu« 
dents. 

Matt, vill. 26. The classical 
reader will find a beautiful illus. 
tration of this verse in Theocrit. 
Id. xxnv 17. &c. Hor, Car. L i, 
Od. xii. 27. &e. 

Mark. xv. 45. Wetstein (in loc.) 
observes, that. the Evangelist 
glances here at Pilate’s avaricious 
disposition—‘$ notantur hic obiter 
Pilati mores, avaritid insignes.” 
But I cannot perceive that any 
thing like censure is intimated. 
The word employed by Mark is 
sdwpyrald, which, in my judg- 
ment, repels the conclusion. 
Wakefield’s translation is, ‘** he 
freely gave the body to Joseph,” 
and Schleusner’s illustration of 
the verb dwpew, &c. is fully to 
the same effect. Justice should 
not be denied even to the memory 
of Pilate. ; 

Jobn xiv. 2. compared with 
Luke xxii. 8, 9, 12. When our 
Lord says to his Apostles ‘‘ I go 
to prepare a place for you,” he 
alludes to the custom of some 
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one in a party of friends or fellow 
travellers going before the rest, 
in order to provide an apartment 
for their reception. ‘The allusion 
has not been overlooked by com. 
mentators, to whom, however, it 
may not have occurred that the 
passage 1n Luke furnishes an ex- 
ample of the fact, which is coms 
pletely in point, and that it 
clearly elucidates the signification 
of éroiu.xcas, in our Saviour’s des 
claration, 

Actsix.5. “ it is hard 
for thee to kick against the goads,” 
So Pindar, Pyth. Od. ii, (sub fin.) 

wo} xevrpoy 

Aaxlilsporv, rersGes 

orswOnpos o1p405, 
and Terence (Phorm. 78) 

advorsim stimulum calces. 

Griesbach, nevertheless, rejects 
this clause. 
34, Mr. Kenrick renders 
this verse, ‘* arise and spread thy 
house thyself.’” He is singular, 
but, I believe, correct in this 
translation, which I have examin. 
ed with the greater care, in cone 
sequence of its being very different 
from what is generally received. 
As, in the same verse, the miracle 
is said to have been wrought by 
power derived from our ‘Lord, — 
** Jesus Christ maketh thee whole” 
—-— it, probably, resembled all 
his actions of the kind. Now, when 
he spake the word, the distemper 
which had baffled the efforts of 
assiduity and skill, was that mo- 
ment healed. No signs of weak- 
ness remained, ‘The happy sub- 
ject of Christ’s benevolence an 
efficacy, was not only instantane- 
ously but completely cured: in 
the same manner, when the Sa- 
viour rebuked the stormy lake, 
its surface was no longer agitated, 
as it usually is, even after the 
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winds have ceased to blow, but 
settled, without an interval, into 
a perfect calm. See the note on 
Matt. viii. 26. 

1 Cor.v. 5. — © deliver such 
an one to Satan, for the destruc. 
tion of the flesh.” Had nothing 
been added by the apostle to the 
former of these clauses, it would 
have been the same as though he 
had said (I. V. in loc.) disown him 
as a Christian brother. But the 
words “ the destruction of the 
flesh” seem to me to imply somes 
thing beyond simple excommuni- 
cation, and should perhaps be in. 
terpreted by xi, 29--33. Mr, 
Simpson, | perceive, is of the same 
opinion (Essays on the Language 
of Scripture, vol. 1. 131—132). 
Still I do not agree “ie this very 
respectable author, that delivered 
to Satan means, of itself, and 
without any adjunct, being afflict. 
ed with bodily disease: in two 
vut of the three texts which be 
adduces, something is connected 
with the term Satan, to define its 
signification, 

—-x.4. ‘ They drank of the 
spiritual rock which followed 
them, and that rock was Christ.” 
This allusion of Paul’s to a mee 
morable fact, in the history of his 
countrymen, and his transfer, if 
I may so speak, of his language to 
something more recent, are much 
in the manner of Jewish writers. 
‘ But what resemblance,’ it may 
be asked, * is there between Christ 
and the rock at Horeb?’ I sub. 
mit, with much diffidence, that, 


d the intimation may be the follow. 


ing: ‘as Horeb was the scene and 
occasion of the murmurs and fall 
of the ancient Israelites, so Christ, 
i, e. the simplicity of his doctrine, 
has becn “a stone of stumbling, 
a rock of offence,” to many of 
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$56 Remarks on the 


their descendants.’ 





Improved Verston 


This inter- free.’’ The phrase isfound ina pure 
pretation gains some support from Greek author, Thucyd. |, ii, § 78 


1 Pet. ii. 8, and very well suits es dsdog dle edrcudenos, 


the argument and context. 


Col. iii. 11. ‘‘neither—bond nor 
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REMARKS ON THE 


_— 


IMPROVED VERSION, 


Ee 


To the Editor of the Monthly Repository. 


Sept. 4th, 1810, 
Sir, 

The following remarks on the 
Improved Version were found 
among the papers of a Dissenting 
minister lately deceased. Should 
you think them worth inserting in 
the Monthly Repository, they are 
at yourservice. Some may possi- 
bly pronounce them frivolous ; 


but such of your readers as know 
the importance of accuracy in 
minute points, where scriptural 
investigation is concerned, will re- 
gret that they are not more nu- 
merous. 
Iam, Sir, 
respectfally your's, 





Improved Version, Octavo Edit, 


Introduction. Page 17. last line. “* A. 
D. 1763. an edition of the Greek Tes- 
tament, in quarto, was published in 
London, by Bowyer.” The edition 
of the Greek Testament, published by 
Bowyer, in 1763, was in 2 volumes, 
12mo.* See Monthly Review, vol. 
XXX. p. 300, 

Page 3. line 4 from bottom. “ He en- 

wired of them where Christ was to be 
born.” It should undoubtedly be “ she 
Christ.” 

Page 4. line 9. “ Bebold the star which 
they bad seen in the east.” It should be 
“in the east country,”” as before, page 
3. line 8 from bottom. 

Page 4. line 17. “ They withdrew into 
their own country by another way.” 
“ By,” should be omitted. We say, 
“ by another road,” but not“ by ano- 
ther way,” 

Page 4. lune 16, and page 5. line 9. 

e Having been warned of God.’* “ Of" 

for “ dy"’ is antiquated, if not obsolete. 

Page s. line g4and 6. ‘* Go to the land 
— "and “Came to the land of 

sracd.” It should be “ into the land 
of Jired.” “us yw.” 

Matt. 

ii. 9. “O offspring.” Why not “Ye 

Broods? 


* Is was reprinted gto, 3782. 


MatTT. 

iii g.“ And think not to say within 
yourselves, ‘ We have Abraham 
for our father :” for I say unto you, 
that from these stones God isable to 
raise up children unto Abraham.” 
I see no advantage gained by an 
arrangement of the words differ- 
ent from that of our Common 

; Version. 

iv. 8.“Again the devil taketh Fesus 
with him.” Why not, * taketh 
him. with him ?” 

15.“ wepay row lopdavov" is rendered 
“ by the side of Jordan,” in v. 25, 
“beyond Jordan.” 

16.“ To those who sat."’ For “ those” 
read ** them.” 

v. 1. “ He went up a mountain.” The 
proper English expression is, | 
believe, “He went up upon 4 
mountain.” 

Id. 4* And he sat down and his dis- 
ciples came.” Why not, “ When 
he had sitten down his disciples 
&c.?” 

4.“ Happy are those who mourn.” 
“ Those ” should be “ they.” 

6 and 10. “ Those that,” should be 
** they who.” 




































ae ns 
ree are! at, 





2. 


2. 


v.27 





eC anne 





MatTT. 

v. 9. “ For they shall be called the sons 
of God.” Should it nat be, ‘< they 
shall be called, Sons of God?” 

16.“ And glorify your father that is in 
heaven.” Here, and in many 
other places, “that” for “ who” 
is very inelegant and awkward. 

r7-“I came not to destroy but to 
establish them.” Is there any pas- 
sage in which “ rAngeoa:” signi- 
fies * to establish ?” 

18. Shall by no means pass away.” 
“ov wn” should have been uni- 
formly rendered, “by no means,” 
or simply *‘not.” See xxvi. 29. 
35. and other places. 

21. “Thou shalt do nomurther.” Why 
retain the antiquated orthography 
“ murther ?” 

22. There appears to me to be as much 
reason to retain the word“ Moreh,” 
as the word “Raca.” If one is 
translated, the other ought to be. 
But “ Fool *’ does not mean cither 
** Rebel’ or ** Apostate.” 

33.“ Thy brother hath any matter of 
complaint against thee.” ‘ Any 
matter of complaint,” is a para- 
phrase, not a translation. 

24.“ Leave there thy gift before the 
altar, and go, first be reconciled.” 
It should be, “go away.” “wraye.” 

¥.27.“ ow aos yevens,’ is translated “ Thoa 
shalt not commit adultery: in 
the 28th. v. “smorxewsry,” * hath 
committed whoredom.” 

28. Whosoever looketh on a woman in 
order to desire hér”’ What is 
“to look upon a woman in order 
to desire her?” The sense rather 
requires “ so as to desire her.” 


Qcre 


On Rom. 1. 18. 997 


Mart. 

v. 34. “ Swear not in any wise.” “ At 
all,” is surely as proper a transla- 
tion of “ odws,” as ** in any wise.’ 

Id. Bishop Newcome has ¢¢ neither by 
Heaven,” &c. “Either” is the 
more proper word. 


36.“ Neither shalt thou swear.” Ie 
should be, “ Nor shalt thou swear.” 


39.“ But I say unto you that ye resist 
not evil.’ “That ye” should be 
omitted as in v. 34. 


40.“ Ifany man choose to sue thee at 
law.” * Choose,” in this sense is a 
colloquial term, never used in a set 
discourse, and it is not a just trans- 
lation of the original, “ rw Gsdovrs 
gos xpiSnvas.’® 


44. That uncouth expression “ those 
that” occurs three times, 


47.“ What do ye which is excellent ?” 
It should be “ that is excellent.” 

Id. * Do not even the Gentiles in like 
manner.” ‘In like manner”’ is 
no amendment of the Common 
Version, 

48.*¢ As your Father that is in heaven 
is perfect.” For ‘that’ read 
“ who.” I shall take no further 
notice of “that” for “ who.” 
It is surprising that the impropri- 
ety did not strike the Editors of 
this Improved Version, 


vi, x.“ Take heed that ye do not your 
acts of righteousness before men ” 
‘* Acts of righteousness.” ‘This ts 
a deviation from the Received 
Text which ought to have been 
noticed. 





ON Rom. 1. 18. 





'o the Editor of the 


August 17, 1810, 
Sir, 

I should be glad to be informed 
by some one of your correspond- 
ents, skilled in Biblical Criticism, 
whether in Rom. i. 18, Paul has 
not an allusion to the conduct of 
those philosophers, who unrighte- 
ously kept back the truth they 
knew, contenting themse!ves with 
thinking with the wise ard talking 


Monthly Repository. 


with the foolish? And whethe: 
the passage docs not contain a 
reason for the apostle’s apen 
avowal of what he believed to be 
the truth of God? If so, is it 
not deserving the most serious 
consideration ot those teachers, 
who keep back from their hearers 
their real viewsof the gospel ? 
lam your's, &c. 
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REVIEW. 


— aE 


‘* STILL PLEAS’D TO PRAISE, YET NOT AFRAID TO BLAME.” 


Pore, 


——___-——— 


Anrv. I. 


year 1808. In four volumes. 


History of Dissenters, from the Revolution in 1688, to the 
By David Bogue and James Ben. 


nett, Vol. JII. London: printed for the Authors ; and sold by 


Williams and Smith, &c. 


Our earnest wish that a history 
of Dissenters, should not, even in 
u literary view, disgrace them, led 
us to lament the manner in which 
the preceding volumes of this work 
are written.* We shall endeavour 
tu assist our readers in determin. 
ing whether the taste and temper 
of the authors improve, as they 
proceed with their undertaking. 

The second period of history of 
which they profess to treat, and at 
the conclusion of which they have 
now arrived, extends from the 
death of Queen Anne to the ac. 
cession of his present Majesty : 
and in the first chapter of the 
third volume an account is given 
of new sects which arose during 
this interval, viz. of the Metho. 
dists—Arminian and Calvinistic— 
and of the Moravians. 

Between these several religious 
bodies and Protestant Dissenters 
there is so little agreement in point 
of the principle of noncenformity 
and of internal discipline, that we 
cannot perceive the fitness of 
blending the history of the one 
class of men with that of the other. 
Though, at a future season, the 
Methodists, of both denomina- 


* Mon, Rep. vol, iv. pp. sor—eg05. 628—635. 


pp. 496. 


tions, will perhaps dissent, com* 
pletely and unequivocally, from 
the establishment, yet they must, 
in the mean time, be looked upon 
rather as inconsistent and rebel. 
lious members of it than as delibe- 
rate seceders, Mr. Bogue and 
Mr. Bennett are naturally biassed 
in favour of the Calvinistic branch 
of them: and, indeed, whatever 
discrimination we ourselves make 
between the tenets, spirit and 
manners of the two rival sects of 
Methodists, we confess that, so far 
as regards the personal characters 
of their founders, we decidedly 
award the palm to Whitefield, 
whose frankness, generosity, dis- 
interestedness and simplicity form 
a striking contrast with that love 
of power and pre-eminence, that 
subtlety and refinement of eccle- 
siastical administration, by which 
Wesley was distinguished. 

The second chapter is on the 
state of religious liberty under the 
great grandfather and grandfather 
of the reigning monarch: @ sube 
ject and a period which must ala 
ways be dear to Protestant non- 
conformists. Our authors have 
done tolerable justice to the me- 
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mories of George the first and Presbyterian divines had advanced 
George the second, as patrons of in theological knowledge and in- 
toleration. quiry beyond the Independents : 

They devote their third chapter and the manner in which those 
to the controversy respecting the eminent scholars were dismissed 
dissent* and their fourth to religi- by the trustees, is a presumption 
ous controversies; of which dis- that, under a fancied zeal for 
tinction we do not see either the truth, vulgar and selfish passions 
necessity or the advantage. ‘To were sought to be gratified. It is 
the former of these topics, which not true that Firmin was an Arian 
admirably corresponds with the (215): inconsistent with them- 
general object of their work, they selves, Mr. Bogue and Mr. Bene 
might have set apart a greater nett speak of him in a former vo. 
number of their pages.—On the lume as a Socinian;{ and con. 
face of the history, it is evident cerning Dr. S. Clarke it ought to 
that the Presbyterian ministers be remembered that he would not 
bore a more conspicuous part in accept even the see of Canterbury, 
this discussion than their Indes on the condition of renewing his 

ndent brethren. subscription. 

Of the Arian controversy Mr. In the second section of the 
Bogue and Mr. Bennett have much fourth chapter the Deistical con- 
to say, in the way both of narra. troversy is sketched. Anothe; 
tive and reflexion. Those of our sign of the superiority, in litera. 
readers who are desirous of taking ture and talents, of the ministers 
an impartial view of it, should among the Presbyterians, occurs 
consult for themselves the pam. here; among the nonconformist 
phletsand volumes to which weare divines who furnished able replies 
here referred. The writers before to the unbelievers of the age, re. 
us, in their statement of the case, puted heretics were furemost 3 and, 
lay aside their proper character, what is better, their answers were 
and become judges ; pronouncing framed — in the kind spirit of 
their decrees with a confidence the gospel. 
which nothing but the possession At the beginning of the fifth 
of infallibility could warrant. Ca- chapter, which is on seminaries 
pital mistakes were committed, for Dissenters, the historians, 
undoubtedly, by each of the con. ** crave leave for a few thoughts 
tending parties: but the deviation on the most proper course of in. 
from the Protestant principle is struction for the Christian minis. 
chargeable on those who, in their try.”’ Consistent Protestants would 
zeal for a favourite dogma, could have recommended, in the first 
dictate, not to add, impose sub- instance, the study of the SCrip. 
scription to articles of human fa- tures alone, without human com. 
brication. ‘The ejection of Peircet ments. These gentlemen, on the 
and Hallet, men who excelled other hand, urge the importance 
nearly all their contemporaries in and necessity of the pupil’s being 
biblical learning, proves that the acquainted with systems of 


* These and the succeeding chapters treat of the subjects announced in the re- 


spective titles, solely with reference to the second period of the history. 
¢ His name is here uniformly misspelt Pierce. t Vol. ii. 334, 335. 
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Calvinistic divinity. With such 
a mode of acquiring a knowledge 
of Christian theology we are happy 
in contrasting the plan marked 
out by Dr. Marsh in his able and 
interesting lectures. 

Most of the seminaries for the 
education of dissenting ministers, 
during this period, were domestic 
rather than public institutions. 
What Mr. Bogue and Mr. Ben- 
nett relate concerning them, is 
sometimes defective, sometimes 
incorrect, and, in general, 1s 
strongly tinctured with party 
spirit, ‘This spirit is principally 
observabje in their account of the 
academies of Grove and Hallet, 
whose comprehension of mind and 
extent of learning these writers 
are scarcely capable of apprecia- 
ting, ‘That a man of Grove’s 
powers and excellencies was less 
attached to the popular orthodox 
faith, as he advanced in years, is 
2 presumplive argument against 
the validity of its claim to be 
pure and scriptural. 

One section is appropriated to 
the method of education in the 
dissenting academies. Copious 
extracts from Doddridge, Orton, 
&c, here supply the place of ori- 
ginal composition. As the au. 
thors have dealt thus freely in 
quotations, we wonder that they 
should have overlooked an inter. 
esting letter from Secker to Watts, 
in which the mode of instruction 
pursued by his tutor, Mr. S, 
Jones, is minutely described.* 
The grand error in almost every 
cissenting seminary has been the 
attempt to teach and to learn too 
much. 

We have in the sixth chapter a 


hi*tory of the outward state of 
Dissenters, their number and rank, 
the labours and support of mi. 
nisters and public services and 
associations. The Presbyterians 
were certainly reduced in this 
period, These historians ascribe 
the fact to the prevalence of he. 
resy: our valuable correspondent 
Primitivus has traced it, with a 
very discriminating spirit, to the 
superior taste, learning and turn 
for investigation of the ministers 
of that class;t+ in these respects 
they took the lead of the other 
denominations, and would not 
flatter the prejudices of the peo- 
ple. 

The authors undertake, in the 
seventh chapter, to estimate the 
state of religion among the dis. 
senters ; always meaning, by ree 
ligion, throughout this publicae 
tion, an invincible adherence to 
the Calvinistic system. We tran- 
scribe a note which shews in what 
manner they have ‘* learned 
Christ.” 

P. 584. ‘© Dr. Jennings have 
ing reason to believe that two of 
his students were tainted with 
heresy, objected to their continu- 
ance in his academy, and they 
were obliged to leave it: but the 
doctor’s conduct is severely re- 
probated on this account, and he 
is charged with being destitute of 
candour and an enemy to free in 
quiry. Protestant Dissenters’ 
Magazine, vol. v. Is he not eli- 
titled to a high degree of praise 
for refusing to bid God speed, oF 
to countenance persons, who, ii- 
stead of carrying to a congrega- 
tion the pure Christian doctrine, 
and feeding them with the bread 


* Gibbon'’s Memeirs of Dr. Watts and Mon. Rep. vol, iv. 652, &c. 


? Mon. Rep. vol. v. 235, &c. 
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of life, would have preached de. 
structive errors, and poisoned their 
souls ?”” 

They condemn, as might be 
expected, the introduction of li- 
turgies among Dissenters. Now, 
although we are decided friends 
io the habit of free or extempora- 
neous prayer, we dare not pros 
nounceauthoritativelyupon a point 
which, as far as we can perceive, 
Christ and his apostles have left 
open to the judgment and discre. 
tion of their followers. And we 
think that a very small share of 
eandour and reflection might 
have directed the historians to the 
real cause of some ministers have 
ing preferred the use of forms or 
liturgies : educated in orthodox 
creeds, and adopting afterwards 
less popular seotiments, they have 
found it difficult (such is the me. 
chanism of the mind) to guard by 
other means against the recurrence 
of phrases conveying ideas very 
different from their own. 

The following account of the 
Independents we are unwilling to 
consider as universally or general- 
ly true: but we are sure that it 
holds good of such Independents 
as our authors: 

P. 595. ** Being beyond the 
charities of candour, and gene. 
rally considered as a sect exclud. 
ed trom her embraces, she was an 
utter stranger to them, and they 
had no intercourse with her.” 

Their eighth chapter presents 
us with lives of eminent persons 
among the Dissenters. Here the 
writers are in charavter when they 
attempt to depreciate Bennett's 
Trenicum : they are in, character 
when they unfeclingly censure Sie 
mon Brown and Cowper for be- 
guiling the intervals of their moo. 
dy madness with Homer’s poems : 


they are in character when, ludi- 
crously vain and self-important, 
they speak of succeeding Nea? in 
his historical labours, and when 
they regret, as in effect they re- 
gret, that he united charity with 
orthodoxy ! 

The portrait which they give of 
Watts is drawn in their best man. 
ner. But we know not what they 
mean by ** repentance incarnate.” 
We conjecture that they would 
have said repentance personified. 

It will surprise neither their 
readers nor our’s that to ** mo- 
dest Foster,’? for whose popula- 
rity they cannot account, they 
are less favourable than to his 
contemporary ‘Thomas Bradbury, 
whose failings were as prominent 
as his virtues, 

They have made the same re- 
prehensible arrangement of their 
materials as in their former voe 
lumes : nor are they more success. 
ful than before in their attempts at 
scriptural criticism. We find them 
laying stress (p.,37 note) on the 
English translation of Rom. v. 19. 
‘* By the obedience of one shall 
many be made rightcous,” where 
the original term is 6s roAAa which, 
says Bishop Pearce, (Com. in 
1 Cor. ix. 19.) ‘* is used by Paul 
for os wavies, all” ‘They seem to 
be ignorant that in the New [esta. 
ment the word sats almost uni- 
formly signifies a state of. privis 
lege, not of character (43). And 
(402) they are forgetful that Mo. 
ses was a mediator as well as 
Christ. 

Of the Wesleyan: Methodists 
they observe, (p. 50.) that ** they 
frequently derive their arguments 
from, such texts. of scripture as 
they would forbear to quote, if 
they could read the Greek ‘Testa- 
ment.” This is true-enough: but 































































we have discovered that it is also 
true of the authors themselves. 

P. 79. It is notorious concern. 
ing other academies besides those 
of Lady Huntingdon, that their 
students are, “in various instances, 
called out after a mere apology 
fer an education, which just 
serves to tinge them with the con. 
fidence, without imbuing them 
with the spirit of science.’ Mr, 
Bogue and Mr. Bennett should 
be impartial. 

268. The mere English stu- 
dent can never gain such a com. 
petent knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures as to be qualified for inter- 
preting them in public. ‘The ac. 
quisition of the original languages 
of the Bible, must supply to the 
minister of the present day the 
want of inspiration, 

380. ‘Lhey style Dr. Benson a 
Socinian, though it is known that 
he was of the Arian persuasion. 
Truth ard accuracy are disre- 
garded when the object is, in all 
events, to bestow opprobrious 
epithets and scatter injurious insi. 
nuations. During the life of this 
exemplary Christian there were 
those who, with incorrigible ef- 
frontery, called him ‘* Deist Ben. 
son !” 

‘The composition of this volume, 
like that of its predecessors, is 
awkward, inaccurate and often 
vulgar. If we occasionally meet 
with a few sentences which are 
written with simplicity and correct. 
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ness,we are soon disgusted, however, 
by the occurrence of mixed meta. 
phors and false ornaments. In a 
note below, we shall select a few of 
these deformities*.We may apply to 
them the words of a periodical wri. 
ter :+ ** in all these instances, [we 
might add in many more] though a 
boldness of expression is made use 
of, which none but great masters 
dare attempt, and which a school. 
boy would run a great hazard 
by imitating, yet we may with 
some little difficulty, without the 
least help of grammar, give a guess 
at the meaning.” 

More than any thing besides, 
the dogmatical and _ intolerant 
spirit which continues to breathe 
throughout this work, is deserving 
of reprobation. When men avow. 
ing themselves Christians, Pro- 
testants and Dissenters can, in 
defiance of consistency and de- 
cency, stigmatize as deresies opi- 
nions which they disapprove ; 
when, in the tone of papal arro- 
gance, they speak of sound doce 
trine and soundness in the faith; 
when they justify, as they are able, 
subscription to the first, er any 
other article of the church of 
England; when they repeatedly 
charge Arianism and Arminianism 
with suiting the natural depravity 
and vicious inclinations of the 
mind; when they can bring theme 
selves to say, with no obscure in- 


‘timation of what they conceive to 


be his state, that Foster was “‘re- 


* To conflict with events (33) desuetude (3 5) who conceits (47) obtruded as a party 
weapen (51) awfully feeds (56) bas witbolden many, (Fc. (80) churchified (196) and 
expect [apprehend] that—they should be deprived (117) Oxford now had an oppor 
tunity of tasting for themselves, &c. (124) two of these, my Lords of London and 
Sarum (173) few of prey {signal} celebrity, (191) he did adieu (285) that, vi- 


gorous tension of min 


byterian con 


t The Champion. vol. ii, 16. 


j ind and heart, which should give striking evangelical 
to pastoral instruction, and rowse, &c. (391) as Arianism was the grave of 
tions ; as soon as it ever entered the pulpit, &c. 
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moved by a palsy to give an ac- 
count to the author of revelation 
of his reception of its doctrines ;”’ 
—these and many similar decla- 
rations and observations ought, 
surely, to be marked with 
strongest censure. And we may 


well rejoice, that the authors of 


them are not entrusted with the 
power over the persons of those 


whom, in the genuine temper of 


Pharisaic self-righteousness, they 
brand as heretics. ‘* Neither bless 
them at all, nor curse them at all,” 
is advice which has been given to 
one set of professors of Christian. 
ity, in respect of their religious 
intercourse with another. For 
the blessing of Mr. Bogue and Mr. 
Bennett we presumed not to hope 
(p, $84). But why must we be 
visited with their curses? And 
yet such allegations and insinu- 
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ations as those to which we have 
referred, are little short of curses, 
anathemas and banns. Bigotry 
like this must be an error in the 
extreme, 

Not even extensive learning, a 
penetrating mind, brilliancy of 
parts and elegance of stile could 
reconcile us to these spiritual and 
priestly claims. We turn from 
them with aversion, even in an 
Atterbury and a Horsley. Whas 
then are we to think of those who 
have the venom of the odtum theo. 
logicum and nothing more,’ being 
destitute of the refinements of 
taste and literature and of the 
charms of eloquence? Intolerance 
thus served up is a natiseous come 
pound, ‘the pages which such 
men write and entitle ** History,”’ 
are but the records of their own 
dishonour. 





Arr. IT. 


A Funeral Discourse, occasioned by the Death of the 


Rev. Dr. Barnes, preached at Crossestreet, Meeting-House, Man. 
chester, Sunday 15th, July, 1810. By John Yates. 8vo. pp. 94. 


Johnson, 


We have seldom read so power 
fully impressive a Discourse as 
this: it is a high but not extrava- 
gant encomium on Dr. Barnes: 


its eloquence is its lowest praise : 
no one, we should think, can 
read it without great profit. 





MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS ; 
OR, 


The Christian’s Survey of the Political World. 





A sad gloom has been spread over the 
nation. By an aweful dispensation of 
idence, the King has been rendered 
incapable of exercising his royal func- 
tions. The malady which has afflicted 
his Majesty at different intervals, and 
which at one time brought on su 
sharp debates on the subject of a regency, 
has returned with apparently 


ch of the disease, rendered highly 
increased the soundest mind, and w 


violence, and filled every loyal breast 
with melancholy forebodings that from 
the advanced years of our beloved sove- 
reign and the number of attacks he has 
already experienced, a recovery, though 
far from impossible, is, from the nature 


improba 
ble. The cares of royalty ent 
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and anxiety are added to them, we can- 
not be surprised that our venerable so- 
vereign should have relapsed into his 
former situation. The bitterness of 
affliction has entered the palace, and 
proved too plainly, that no station is ex- 
empt from the calamities of life. 

For a considerable time the Princess 
Amelia had laboured under a discase 
which baffled the art of medicine. As 
she drew nearer to her end, the anxiety 
of her royal parent would naturally be 
increased. Beloved by all her august 
family, and endeared to all who knew 
her, this amiable princess left a world, 
which to her had been for several years 
a continued state of suffering. Aware 
of the approaching change, she viewed it 
with composure, sympathising in the 
affliction of her relations, more for the 
unfeigned grief that they would feel, 
than from any desire to prolong her stay 
in a world, whose varying events had so 
powerfully shewn the vanity of human 
wishes. Melancholy is the task of re- 
cording the annals of affliction ; yet here 
is food for reflection, and the wise man 
hath taught us, that the house of 
mourning will afford us better lessons 
than that of rage The kindness and 
affection of the whole royal family to 
their deceased daughter and sister, will 
be a source of consolation to them, and 
must be gratifying to the whole king- 
dom : and in every family, wherever the 
death of Amelia is mentioned, the at- 
tachment of that sister to her, who was 
her constant attendant in all her illness, 
will be held up asa proof, that in the pa- 
lace as well as the cottage may exist the 
finest feelings of nature. ay we in 
our last moments, will every sister say, 
have one as kind, affectionate and ten- 
der as the Princess Mary to close our 
eycs! 

Before the decease of his beloved 
daughter, the royal parent betrayed 
symptoms of his former malady, which 
prevented him from visiting her, as she 
approached her last moments. At the 
aweful time of her dissolution, he was 
confined to his room, and the rayal fa- 
mily had the twofold affliction arising 
from the loss of one relation, and the 
severe calamity which had separated 
them from their father. The nature of 
the disorder was not at first made known 
to the public, for only the state pera: 


clans the bulictins, which an- 
nounced every day what was thought to 
be expedient on the state of the King’s 
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health: but, when Dr. Willis was calle 
in, and his name appeared in the bulle- 
tins, no farther doubts could be enter- 
tained on the subject. A singular cir. 
cumstance prevented its being kept 
secret. The parliament had been pro- 
rogued to the first of November, with 
notice of farther prorogation to the 
twenty-ninth: but the necessary docu- 
ments for the latter prorogation required 
the King’s signature, and he was not in 
a capacity to fix it to any legal instru- 
ment. The commissioners ceuld not, 
therefore, be appointed; for the Chan- 
cellor could not undertake the responsi- 
bility of fixing his seal, when that of 
his royal master was wanting. 

On the first of November, several 
members of the Parliament were assem- 
bled in their respective houses, and the 
speakers in each took their chairs. On 
such an occasion, it is customary for the 
Commons te be summoned to the House 
of Lords, where an address is delivered 
by the King himself, or in case of his 
absence, by commissioners, specifically 
_— by him for that purpose. 
After the speech, the Commons retire to 
their House, and enter upon the business 
of Parliament. The non-appearance of 
the King, and the want of the usual 
opening of the sessions, placed this meet. 
ing of the houses upon an extraordinary 
footing, and in the House of Lords the 
cause was pointed out by the Chancel- 
lor, in that of the Commons by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. In both 
places the disorder of the king was 
spoken of as being of the mildest nature, 
and affording the strongest hopes of re- 
covery,and upon these representations it 
was agreed unanimously, in their sepa- 
rate houses, that they should adjourn for 
a fortnight. 

In pursuance of this adjournment, the 
houses met again on the appointed day, 
and in each was a very full attendance. 
In the Lords the Chancellor stated, with 
very great confidence, the prospect of a 
speedy recovery, and upon this ground 
moved, that the House should adjourn 
for another fortnight. Lord Moira de- 
clared, that he cordially supported the 
motion upon the grounds stated by the 
mover, and conceiving that the public 
service would not suffer by a temporary 
delay. Lord Grenville also acquiesced 
in the motion, though he observed, that 
in that assembly, not of Parliament, hut 
of theStates of the Realm, no proceeding 
could be ‘adopted’ but that of absolute 
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necessity, and the former proceedings 
afforded a precedent for their conduct, 
when they adjourned only for a few 
days, and that only upon the represen- 
tations of the physicians examined be- 
fore the privy council. Some of the 
noble lords spoke, but the motion was 
carried without a division. 

In the Commons the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer went over the same 
ground as the Chancellor in the Lords, 
stating, that he had been that very 
morning at Windsor, to ascertain the 
present state of his Majesty’s healch, 
where he had the satisfaction of receiv- 
ing the unanimous opinion of the physi- 
cians, that his Majesty’s health was in a 
state of progressive amendment ; and as 
nothing required the immediate aid of 
Parliament, he moved, that the house 
should adjourn for a fortnight. Mr. 
Whitbread thought that the ministers 
had not done their duty in the summons 
issued for the appearance of members on 
the first, but acknowledged that if he 
had been in the House on that day, he 
should have voted for the adjournment. 
They were now met to perform the 
duties which circumstances required; 
and yet an adjournment is proposed 
without recorded evidence, without au- 
thentic testimony, in short, upon the 
bare word of one of his Majesty’s minis- 
ters. Why had not the privy council 
assembled? why were not the physicians 
examined? No necessity would appear 
on the journals for this adjournment, and 
the House would seem to have lost sight 
of its dignity by this proceeding. He 
contrasted with great severity the con- 
duct of the present ministers, with that 
of the ministers in the year 1738; but, 
though he objected strongly to the ad- 
journment, he declared that he should 
not divide the house upon it. 

‘ir Francis Burdett agreed in most 
that had been uttered by the last speak- 
er, but declared, that should he stand 
alone, he would divide the House ; nor 
wouid he consent, that the regai dignity 
should be trifled with in this manner. 
They were to adjourn upon what— 
upon the ipse dixit of the muuaister. 
They were to make the public believe, 
that all the functions of the regal office 
might be performed by ministers : that 

¢ crown might be placed on a cushion, 
whilst upheld by such supporters. He 
felt ix common with the country for the 
melancholy situation of his maj-sty, but 


this must not intericre with the duty 


VeL. v. 4 





they owed to both king and people. A 
faction had, in a former instance, expos- 
ed the country to great danger, and the 
House was now in this awk ward predica- 
ment, because a former House had not 
done its duty, and had left this manifest 
defect unprovided for. Not that there 
was any difficulty in the plain course of 
duty, nor would he have ever consented 
to the measures proposed against his 
royal highness the Prince of Wales. 
He should resist that course, if it was 
intended to be pursued: and, though 
the ministers might be resolved to pro- 
long to the utmost limit the tenure, on 
which they held their places, he would 
not go back to the people to tell them, 
that aiter the constitution had been sus- 
pended for a fortnight, he had voted 
that it should be suspended for a fort- 
night longer. 

Mr. ‘licrney could not take the bare 
word of any man, as the ground fora 
parliamentary proceeding, aad whatever 
steps the House might pursue, it ought 
to be upon authentic evidence. Lord A, 
Hamilton was decidedly of opinion, that 
the House ought to adjourn only from 
day to day, nor would he believe that, 
if this calamity had been foreseen, the 
adjournment required by the minister 
could be pleasing to his Majesty. Mr. 
Ponsonby did not approve of the minis- 
ter’s mode of proceeding, and wished 
that even one physician only had been 
examined: but that the House might 
not appear to be wanting in respect and 
affecuon for his Majesty, he would not 
vote against the question. Mr, Cane 
ning thought that time ought to be 
given for the composure of the royal 
mind, spatium requiemque doloris, and 
therefore supported the motion. Mr. C. 
Wynne stated, that in the manner in which 
the House Was met, nothing but para- 
mount necessity could justify any one 
act—their first object, therefore, ought 
to be to establish that necessity, and 
then it would become a question of ex- 
pediency, whether they should proceed 
to business or adjourn. Mr. Sheridan 
stated, that this was the fourth time in 
which his Majesty had been attacked in 
the same manner, and he shouid vote for 
the question, on the presumption that 1 
it passed, all further discussion on this 
calanutous subject would be rendered 
unnecessary. 

Sir Samuel Romilly supported Sir 
Francis Burdett’s objection, observing, 
that there was no motion belore the 
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iy of talents and much legal inquiry, of peace, of whatever sect ye are, cise 


and precedents are to be found of great 


tyranny, exercised by the House of Com- 
mons in one pert of our history, which 
shews how neccessary it is to keep all 
power with n due limits. Our judg- 
ment wili not be in the least altered by 
the decision that may take place. ‘The 
simple question ts, whether the House of 
Common is [0 be jud e and jury in its 
own cause on a book w::.ten and pub- 
lished. We wish that this question 
was strictly adhered to, and then we 
should not hear of privileges, whether 
proper or improper, which tend to em- 
barass it. However, it is <ome satis- 
faction, that the claim of the House of 
Commons wiil undergo a legal argu. 
ment, 

The affairs of the Continent grow 
daily less and less understood in this 
country. In a short time we may be 
driven from all connexions with it. 
The sovereign of France is determined 
to ruin our commerce with that part of 
the world, and the most rigorous orders 
are issued to seize and burn all English 
commodities, and to punish with the 
utmost severity all persons dealing in 
them. ‘Ihe inferior sovereigns unite 
with them, and even the connexion of 
the King of Wirtemburgh with our 
royal family, does not prevent the burn- 
ing of Enclish commodities before his 
castle wall.. ‘The attempt to exchange 
prisoners has failed, and the French 
throw the whole blame upon us, and 
their argument is net without some 
foundation. ‘Ihey insist on the prisoners 
taken by them in our allied armucs being 
considered as British, and exchanged for 
French; for they say, that it is unrea- 
sonable that a distinction should be 
made between the _ troops, fighting 
against the French in the battles of ‘Tala- 
vera, or taken in coverinz the retreat of 
General Moore, or in short in any ac- 
tion, where Spaniards, Portuguese and 
Engiish formed one army. 1 he conse- 
quence of such an exchange would be, 
that the French would regain all their 
soldiers and sailors,and Spaniards would 
be returned to their own councry at our 
expense, who probabiy would go to their 
own houses, and be of no efficacy in the 
common cause. It is to be lamented, 
that this difficulty should keep so many 
of our fe.low creatures in prison on both 
sides of the water. When will man 
consult his true interests, and war be 
painted in its true colours! Ye munisters 


guise not the truth from your respective 
locks. Christ's kingdom is that of the 
lamb, At any rate do not ye be the 
rousers of the lion, or the tiger, or the 
dragon. 

The eeneral of Buonaparte seems to 
be established in Sweden. He has made 
his entry into that ceuntry as Crown 
Prince; and has been most favourably 
received. As a preparatory ceremony 
to his being acknowledged in th’s capa- 
city, he answered the questions of the 
archbishop, by which he declared 
himself to be of the established church 
of Sweden. ‘the date of his conversion 
to this church may be ascertained with- 
out great difliculty, and it reminds us of 
the anecdote of a German princess, who 
brought up three of her daughters in 
different ways, one in the Greck church, 
another in the catholic, a third in the 
protestant. The ladies afterwards mar- 
ried soveress ns of these 
very easy thing to make or to become a 
member of an estabitshed church, the 
difficulty is to become a member of 


sects. It is a 


Christ’s church; to bend the mind to 


laws proclaimed by fishermen, and men 
of the lowest ranks: to be members of 
the socicty of just men made pericct, 
where no regard is paid to the crown on 
the head, the ring on the finger, the 
clothes on the back. ‘The hidden man 
of the heart isaliin all. Ye ministers of 
peace proclaim this truth boldly every 
where. Let not the grandeur of the 
palace astound you, nor the sneers of the 
rich man put you to silence. 

The Dutch are in the createst distress 
from the restraints on commerce: but 
We are not to imagine that the conti- 
nent of Europe is without trade, be- 
cause its ports are shut uptous ‘There 
is and will be a great internal com- 
merce, but as Holland was the great de- 
pot of foreign commodities, the injuries 
it has received are very creat. This re- 
mark extends to Hamburgh, and the 
shores of the Baitic. Denmark is in a 
perilous state irom the march ol French 
troops through its territories, but the 
projects of the emperct pecting it 
are not yet Geveloped. Of the condicion 
of Germany we know littic; the papers 
inform us chictly of the seizure of goods 
at Frankfort and Leipsic, and the same 
vio.ence has been committed throughout 
Switzerland. A new mune ol treasure 
has been opened by Buonaparte. He 
has called upon all the debtors to the 
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late Elector of Hesse to pay their debts 
to himself ; and as the elector was very 
rich, itis not improbable, that a great 
mass of money will be squeezed together 
by these means. 

‘The war continues to rage with great 
violence in the ‘Turkish provinces. ‘The 
Russians appear to be stili triumphant, 
and the grand signior has not stirred 
from Constantinople. What difficulties 
have occurred to prevent his march we 
do not know; but, if he delays much 
longer, the great battie will be fought 
too near to his capital for his safety. 
Bulgaria seems to be nearly equally di- 
vided between the two contending 
powers; but the army of the vizier is to 
the south, and its relative strength is not 
known. Indeed, nothing will be known 
for certainty, unless another great battle 
should be fought, and then we may be 
able to sketch out the positions of the 
armies, and the future progress of the 
campaign. Both empires are dilatory 
in their proceedings. ‘Their vast do- 
mains afford but a comparatively thin 
population. ‘The grand signior has ace 
knowledged the French king of the two 
Sicilies, whence it may be conjectured, 
that he feels his weakness, and is hopin 
that by the interposition of the French, 
his own ruin may be delayed. 

The peninsula of Spain and Portugal 
excites a greater degree of attention. In 
the former the Cortez is naturally a very 
important subject,and it appears to contain 
some men of spirit and talents. ‘Their 
proceedings may he of use, and shame 
some people in England, who do not 
value as they ought the liberty of the 
press. This subject has been discussed, 
and as might be expected from a people, 
where bigotry has so long prevailed, the 
authority of councils has been brought 
into the debate, and the sentiments of 
the pretended holy fathers of the church 
pressed into the argument. ‘They are 
not sufficiently enlightened to have cast 
off the yoke of these old women, these 
garrulous dictators of nonsense, these 
impudent impostors who set up their 
own vain philosophy in competition with 
the words of revelation. What can be 
offered more contemptible to the reason- 
img mind than a pack of priests met to- 
yether, and issuing their decrees to stop 
the progress of knowledge, and to bow 
the minds and bodies of men to a cross, 
to a relic, to a wheaten god. Above 
all, the pretensions of these wretched 
nen te be Jords in Christ’s church, and 
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to give laws to the whole world, is such 
a species of impudence and hypocrisy, 
that if it had not taken place, we could 
not have supposed it possible for men to 
have submitted to such impostors, much 
less that in these days the delegates of a 
nation fighting for liberty should have 
appealed to such vain authorities. 

The liberty of the press has, however, 
been carried by a very great majority, 
but it is only as far as regards politics, 
Religion is still to be kept in bet 
and England was represented to be in 
this respect in a most dreadful state, its 
numerous sects being fostered by this 
fatal liberty of the press. Let us then 
look to the peace of Spain for the last 
two centuries; its priests, by fire and 
sword, and famine and prisons, subdued 
the rational mind. ‘They who thought, 
were compelled to keep silence; they 
were compelled to prostrate themselves 
in churches, whose impious worship 
they derided secretly, and despised in 
their heaits Atheism and deism pre- 
vailed in the higher classes, superstition, 
ignorance and bigotry in the lewer. 
They called it peace, because desolation 
and terror were spread around. They 
had no sectaries, because inquiry was 
prohibited ; because the reading of the 
sacred scriptures was a crime. The 
Gallic king of Spain will, however, pers 
mit religious liberty in his dominions, 
and the resolves of the Cortez will make 
way for it in the parts which submit to 
itsauthority. Thus which ever side gets 
the better, the situation of mankind will 
be improved. 

The decrees of the Cortez have not, 
however, a wide circulation. ‘The can- 
non of the French still resounds through 
the isle of Cadiz, and what is very ex- 
traordinary in so large a city, no sallies 
appear to ‘have been made by the bee 
sieged to drive the assailants from their 
walls. In spite of accounts of victorics, 
the French seem to have great force im 
the interior of Spain, and the meeting of 
the Cortez has been far from proacucing 
a general insurrection. Ou both sides 
must be frequent instances of partial 
success, and we are not be discouraged 
at the failure of our expedition irom 
Gibraltar, which ended in the capture 
of the commander, an English lord, with 
a number of our countrymen, and the 
dispersion ofthe Spaniards and Germans 
who formed the greater part of the body 
employed upon this occasion. 

But on Masseua’s army ia P orvugal 
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public attention has been chiefly fixed, 
and to the surprise of all it still keeps 
the combined army in check. The lat- 
ter is acting on the defensive in a nook 
of land bounded by the Tagus, the At- 
lantic, and a ridge of hills most strongly 
fortified, running from one to the other. 
The army of Massena is posted on the 
Tagus be'ow Santarem, and is repre- 
sented to be inferior in numbers, and 
destitute of provisions. It has, however, 
remained so long in the latter state, that 
we can scarcely credit the accornts, nor 
do we see what should hinder him from 
drawing great supplies from the fertile 
country near him, or even from Spain 
itself. Every day was expected to bring 
something dcecisive, but the accounts 
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ended in the concentration of the British 
army, so as to make their position im- 
pregnable. How long they will remain 
$0, it is impossible to foresee; but they 
have an immense population to feed, as 
the Portuguese who forsook their hous: a, 
have taken refuge within the lines. The 
miseries endured in the country must be 
very great: but if half what is said is 
truc, Massena must retire ingloriously 
from the field, and Lord Wellington 
will have much better claims for a title 
than procured him one after the battle of 
Talavera, when he left his sick and 
wounded to the care of the French, and 
made a very precipitate retreat with his 
victorious army. 
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OPENING THE NEW UNITARIAN CHAPEL, NORTHIAM,. 


On Tuesday, Sept. 4, 1310, a few 
place for divine worship, was opened at 
Northiam, in Sussex. The Rev. L. 
Holden of Tenterden, Kent, delivered 
an excellent discourse, in the forenoon, 
from the words of our Great Instructor, 
Matth. 15. 10. “ And he called, &c. 
and said, bear and understand.” In the 
afternoon, Mr. Joseph Dobell of Cran- 
brook, Kent, preached a very appropri- 
ate sermon from the language of the 
Psalmist, 46. 5th verse, “* God is in the 
midst of her, &c.” The services were 
well attended, and the day spent with 
Christian love and joy. 

In the village of Northiam, the doc- 
trines of Unitarianism have been, for 
some time, successfully opposing the 
creeds of the reputed orthodox, and by 
the visits and Jabours of Messrs. Vidler, 
Wright, and other friends, many persons 
are now zealous for the faith once deli- 
vered to the saints. About fifteen years 
ago, a small place was erected for public 
worship, in which they assembled till 
their sumber was too large, and many 
were obliged to sit without doors; the 
inconvenience of this induced them to 
build a gallery, but the height was not 
sufficient to admit of it, without Lifting 
the building from its foundation, and 
raising a wall beneath, ‘This plav was 
thought easy to be accomplished (the 


ee being framed), and was accords 
ingly adopted. They began to put it in 
execution on Monday the gth July, and 
having raised it about three feet, pro- 
ceeded with the work on Tuesday, when 
from the weakness of some part, the roof 
fell in, and the whole building lay in 
ruins. Providentially no persons were 
materially hurt. Their plan being thus 
frustrated, they immediately proceeded 
to erect a new place, and by their acti« 
vity and zeal, had so far corapleted it, 
that in two months from the day on 
which the old one fell, the new one wae 
sufficiently ready for opening. —We 
trust, that by the exertions of Mr. 
Stephen Blundell, their resident minis- 
ter, and other assisting friends, they will 
continue to “lengthen their cords, and 
strengthen their stakes,”—to extend the 
“ truth as it is in Jesus,” and show the 
propriety and necessity of waderstanding 
the things which they bear. 

May practice go hand in hand with 
faith! may they cultivate Christian 
charity, the bond of perfectness, and 
being fitly framed together, may the 
grow up to 4 holy temple in the Lor 
in which the God of Jacob shall delight 
to dwell. Mey He be in the midst of 
her, that she may not be moved. en 
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1810. Sept. 28. At his seat at Mor- 
don, Mr. Abraham Gol 


found dead in his groun 


ls, with a piste 
in one hand ; having followed the tragi 
cal example of his brother, wh icide 
was recorded in our wu. vol. p. 276.— 
Mr. Ab. Goldsmid was for many years 
the money-broker of Government, and 
sort of dictator m the money-market. 
His influence with th reat capitalists 
and o1 the Stock-F xc! AL)! is sald to 
have been unbounded. binbuarrassments, 
growing out of the last loan, led to the 
fatal catustrophe. ‘The public may form 
some idea of the extent of his influence 
on the money-market, when they learn 
that the news of his death produced an 
instantancous fall of four per cent. on 
the funds of the country. 

There was a magnificence in Mr 
Goidsmid’s mode of living and in his 
charities which attracted public aduira- 
tion. He was superior to religious pre- 


judices, and led the way in munilk 
charities of every des ription Phe 
editor of the M p ! , ’ le, who 


seems to have known lin ! nay, 
says that “the fatal act, which he com- 
mitted in a moment of delirium, has de- 
prived his numerous fami ) an incesti- 
mable parent, and the country of « t 
its most honourable and bene v: 
zens, A man more truly amis in all 
the relations of life never existed. He 
was incessantly employed in acts of 
friendship, a.nd though, like every man 
of extensive dealings, h h id to cncoule 
ter the bitternes: of o positi envy 
we never heard, even frorn | 
tive rivals, any other than tie most fa- 
vourable testimony to his virtues.” 

The jury who sat upon ¢t body of 
this unhappy gentleman bi ht in a 
verdict of Jnsenity, Hic was int Li 
the burying-ground of his peopl: , uw: 
the same circumstances of disvracc that 
attached to his brother.— \ sad cna ol 
such wealth, such pomp and such no- 
pularity ! atte . 
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up i the estabiished cCAurcn, sine conti- 
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than forty years of age: yet 
she was hot incifferenr to the umportant 
concerns of religion; Gui endeavoured 
to impress the intant minds o! h 
fren with piety and viriue She first 
came a di sente: among the Calvinists, 
nd continued many years in the belie 
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A COMPLETE LIST OF NEW PI 


BLICAFIONS ON MORALS AND 


THEOLOGY, IN NOVEMBER. ISI1O. 
I a , J P l a. ‘ co. } : fc Co 
, ie! xine the Substance of a Sermon preach- 
Letters on the phecies, selected ed at Ori ry By the Rev. J. 
’ 1 . 
from F ment writers, by onn ruth, VW hotel J 


A Func al Dis ourse, occasioned by 
the d ‘ath 0, thre Rev Ly; b: ries, 


prea hed at’ ‘ross-strect Meetir rel Sous: : 
in Manchester, on Sunday, July 15, 
1810. By John Yates. &vo. 

The Protestan> Disscaters’ Alinanack : 
and Annual Reyister for rs11 2s. 6d. 

A Vindication of | nitarian Worship 
—A Sermon, preached on Sunday, 
Nov. 4, 1810, on occasion of opening 
the New Gravel-Pit Mecting-Houe, 
Hackney. By Robert Aspland. 8vo, 
Is. Od. 

Evening Amusements: or the Beauty 
of the Heavens Displaved, in which se- 
veral .trik appearances to be observed 
on various evel g in the heavens 
during the year 1411 are described. By 
William Frend, Fsq. M A. Actuary to 
the Rock Life Assurance Company, &c. 
&c. In boards, 3S. 

2 Sermons in Polumes. 

Twenty-one short ! ermons, Catculat- 
ed for children. By a Lady. 2 vol 
as. 6d. 


1810, at Saffron Waiden. By J. Wil- 
kinson. 12mo. 4s 

Loyalty enforced by Re! gious Mo- 
tives: beiny the Substance of a Sermon, 

eached at Uny-Lelant, in the county 
of Cornwall, June 4, 1809, being 
the vist Anniversary of the King’s 
Birth-Day. Ky W. Colenzo, of Pen- 
zance. S8vo 25. 

The Sprit and Princ iples of a Genu- 
ine Missionary. A Funeral Sermon for 
J.C. Barneth. By T. Scott, Rector of 
Aston Sandford. 1s. 

The never-failing Foundation. A 
Sermon. By the Rev. T. Davies. 15. 

A Funeral Sermon for Mrs. Hill, of 
Homerton; by R. Winter, D. D. to 
which is added, a Memoir of the de- 
ceased. 2s. 

Peculiar Privileges of the Chri tian 
Ministry; a Charge to the Clergy of 
the Diocese of St David's, 1804: se- 
cond edition: to which is added, an 
Appendix on Mr. Sharpe’s Rule for the 
Interpretation of the New Testament. 
2s. 6d. 

The Sin of Cruelty to Brute Animals ; 


iwo Sermons on the Death of Chil- 
dren By the Rev W Wilson, M. A. 1s. 
A Sermon, preach at the parish 
church of St. Andrew by the Wardrobe, 
and St. Ann, Blackfriars, on Tuesday, 
Junc 12, 1010, before the Society ot 
ivutssions to Africa and the Kast, insti- 
tuted by Members of the tstabli-hed 
Church. By the Rev. Claudius Buc- 
hanan, D. D. as, 
Necessity and Utility of Instruction : 
a Sermon to Sunday-School Teachers, 
By R. \lliott. remo. 6d. 
4. Controversy. 
Hints on T ation, in five Essays 
submitted to the Risht Honourable Lord 


Viscount Sid uth, and to the Dissente 
ers. By Philacatharches. 8vo. 12s. 


The Wisdom of the Calvinistic Mee 
thodists Displayed; in a letter to the 
Kev. Chri. opher Wordsworth, D, D 
By Thomas Witherby. 2s. 

Hints to the Public and the Legisla- 
ture on the Nature acd Effects of Evane 
ge ial Preaching Part the Fifth. Ad- 
dressedto the Author of Part the Fourth. 
as. 6d 

Universalism confounds and destroys 
itself; or, Letters to a Friend on Dr. 
Huntington's, Dr. « hauncy’s, Mr. Wine 
chester’s, Petitpierre’s. Dr Young’s, 
and Mr. Relly’s Schemes, which are 
shewn to be made up of Contradictions : 
interspersed with direct Arguments in 
Proof of the endless Misery of the 
damned. By Josiah Spaulding, A. M. 
of America. 8vo. 7s. 

5. Liistory and Biography. 

Scott's Lives of the Scottish Reforms 
ers. Royai 8vo. 10.. 6d. 

6 Miscellaneous. 

Letter: on Natural and Experimental 
Philosophy, Chemistiy, Anatomy, Phy- 
siology, and other branches of Science 
pertainin< to the Material Wo ld: ad- 
dressed to a Youth settling in the Me- 
tropolis By the Rev. J Joyce, author 
of Scientific Dialogues, &c 12mo, 
With nineteen plates. 1o.. 6d. 

Philosophical «essays By Duvrald 
Stewart, Esq. F. R.S. Edin, &e. gto. 
ai. 2s. 

The Ducies of +) Clerical Profe ion, 
selected from va suthors, and clue 
cidated with notes. i2mo. 3% 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


& The following communications are intended for publication, viz. H. B. ox 
Sunday Schools amongst Uniterians—S. P's. Character of Andrew Marvell — 
R. G.*. on an Obituary in the Evangelical Magazine.—Inquiry concerning two 
inscriptions. — Mr Windeatt’s Vindication of his Account of Dr. Kennicott in the 
Monthly \ agazine: with Anecdotes.—Mr. Nightingale on the Vibrations of the 
Pulse—J. B.to the Methodist Preachers, in the Brighton Circuit, of the Con- 
nection of the late Rev. John Wesley —R. S. T. on a Complete Edition of Dr. 
Priestley’s Works.—N. L. T’s Particulars of the Death and Burial of Mr. Howard, 
from Dr. Clarke’s Travels—-M. H. on Practical Christianity.—Plan of a Society 
for the relief of the Widows and Orphans of Unitarian Ministers —Neocomensis 
on Faith without Reason—L. D. T. on Mr. Higman’s Apology for Natural Re- 
ligion.—Lines written at the close of Autumn. 





























A Correspondent promises us a‘ List of the Students educated by the famous 
Mr. Frankland, and the succeeding tutors in his academy.” Among other distin- 
guished names on the list, is that of Archbishop Secker. There are, adds our 
Correspondent, but few Biographical Remarks; but he hopes that some of our 
readers will be able to supply facts and anecdotes. 


—EE 


The History of a Conversion was not inserted, as promised, because, on re-conai- 
deration, we thought it too particular for an anonymous communication. 





The Essay on the Love of God on Unitarian Principles was duly received. 





A Constant Reader, who writes professedly as an umpire, but really as a parti- 
zan, on the dispute between Mr. G. Walker and the Trustees of the Manchestes 
College, is informed, that before we had received his letter, we had determined ta 
let the controversy rest. 





In our next will appear the Report of the Trustees of the York Academy. 








ERRATA er CORRIGENDA., 
In the Number for September, 
P. 453. col. 1. 1.18, from the bottom, for “ proposition,” read inseripriae. 


In the last Number. 4 
P. 506. col. 1. 1. 23, for ** debauching,” read debauchery. 4 
— 507.col 2.1.20, for “ inspiring,” read enforcing. “4 
— 510, col, 2.1, 32, from the bettom, for “ literal,” read Jideral, eh 








